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Disclosable Pecuniary Interests

A Member, present at a meeting of the Authority, or any committee, sub-
committee, joint committee or joint sub-committee of the Authority, with a
Disclosable Pecuniary Interest (DPI) in any matter to be considered or
being considered at a meeting:

o must not participate in any discussion of the matter at the meeting;

o must not participate in any vote taken on the matter at the meeting;

o must disclose the interest to the meeting, whether registered or
not, subject to the provisions of section 32 of the Localism Act
2011;

. if the interest is not registered and is not the subject of a pending
notification, must notify the Monitoring Officer of the interest within
28 days;

. must leave the room while any discussion or voting takes place.

Public Attendance

East Herts Council welcomes public attendance at its meetings and
meetings will continue to be live streamed and

webcasted. For further information, please email
democraticservices@eastherts.gov.uk or call the Council on 01279
655261 and ask to speak to Democratic Services.

The Council operates a paperless policy in respect of agendas at
committee meetings and the Council will no longer be providing spare
copies of Agendas for the Public at Committee Meetings. The mod.gov
app is available to download for free from app stores for electronic
devices. You can use the mod.gov app to access, annotate and keep all
committee paperwork on your mobile device.

Visit https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/article/35542/Political-

Structure for details.




Audio/Visual Recording of meetings

Everyone is welcome to record meetings of the Council and its
Committees using whatever, non-disruptive, methods you think are
suitable, which may include social media of any kind, such as tweeting,
blogging or Facebook. However, oral reporting or commentary is
prohibited. If you have any questions about this please contact
Democratic Services (members of the press should contact the Press
Office). Please note that the Chairman of the meeting has the discretion
to halt any recording for a number of reasons, including disruption caused
by the filming or the nature of the business being conducted. Anyone
filming a meeting should focus only on those actively participating and be
sensitive to the rights of minors, vulnerable adults and those members of
the public who have not consented to being filmed.




AGENDA

1.  Apologies

To receive apologies for absence.

2. Chairman's Announcements

3. Declarations of Interests

To receive any Member(s)’ Declaration(s) of Interest.

4. Minutes - 21 September 2017 (Pages 6 - 12)

To approve the Minutes of the meeting of the District Plan Executive
Panel held on 21 September 2017.

5. Local Plan Timetable and Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan
Preparation (Pages 13 - 29)

6. Local Plan Scoping Consultation (Pages 30 - 52)

7. Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal (SA) / Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Scoping Report (Pages 53 - 183)

8. East Herts Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP)
(Pages 184 - 811)

9. East Herts Open Space Assessment (Pages 812 - 951)

10. East Herts District Wide Employment Land Review (Pages 952 - 1088)

11. Bishop's Stortford Employment Study (Pages 1089 - 1175)

12. Urgent Business

To consider such other business as, in the opinion of the Chairman of the
meeting, is of sufficient urgency to warrant consideration and is not likely to



13.

involve the disclosure of exempt information.

Exclusion of the Press and Public (if required)

If Part Il business is notified and the procedures set out in the Local
Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Meetings and Access to
Information) (England) Regulations 2012 have been complied with, the
Chairman will move:

- That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the
press and public be excluded from the meeting during the discussion
of item XX on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of
exempt information as defined in paragraph XX of Part 1 of Schedule
12A of the said Act and the public interest in maintaining the
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.
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PRESENT:

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE
DISTRICT PLANNING EXECUTIVE PANEL
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,
WALLFIELDS, HERTFORD ON THURSDAY
21 SEPTEMBER 2017, AT 7.00 PM

Councillor L Haysey (Chairman)
Councillors E Buckmaster and G Jones.

ALSO PRESENT:

Councillors A Alder, P Ballam, R Brunton,
S Bull, M Casey, M Freeman, J Jones,

T Page, M Pope, S Rutland-Barsby,

N Symonds and K Warnell.

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE:

Chris Butcher - Principal Planning Officer

Martin Ibrahim - Democratic Services Team
Leader

Kay Mead - Principal Planning Officer

George Pavey - Planning Officer

Jenny Pierce - Principal Planning Officer

Claire Sime - Service Manager (Planning
Policy)

Kevin Steptoe - Head of Planning and

Building Control Services

OPEN SPACES AND SPORTS FACILITIES ASSESSMENT
TECHNICAL STUDY (SEPTEMBER 2017)

The Leader of the Council submitted a report
summarising the findings of the Open Spaces and Sports
Facilities Assessment Technical Study (September 2017),
which sought agreement to use the Assessment to inform
the preparation of the East Herts District Plan and to
inform Development Management decisions. The Panel
noted the importance of open space, sports, play and
recreation facilities in enhancing people’s quality of life
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through improving wider health and wellbeing functions,
helping to build inclusive communities and promoting
healthy lifestyles.

In response to Members’ questions and comments,
Officers explained the rationale for different types of
facilities being assessed according to walking or car
travel distances. They also clarified the need for the
conversion of adult football pitches to mini soccer use at
appropriate times.

Ward Members referred to the level of participation in
football in Buntingford and the need for more pitches.

The Panel supported the recommendations now detailed.

RECOMMENDED - that (A) Parts 1 to 3 of the Open
Spaces and Sports Facilities Assessment
Technical Study (September 2017), be approved as
part of the evidence base to inform and support the
East Herts District Plan;

(B) Parts 1 to 3 of the Open Spaces and Sports
Facilities Assessment Technical Study (September
2017), be approved to inform Development
Management decisions;

(C) the Head of Planning and Building Control, in
consultation with the Leader of the Council, be
authorised to agree Part 4 of the Open Spaces and
Sports Facilities Assessment Technical Study
(September 2017), as part of the evidence base to
inform and support the East Herts District Plan;
and

(D) the Head of Planning and Building Control, in
consultation with the Leader of the Council, be
authorised to agree Part 4 of the Open Spaces and
Sports Facilities Assessment Technical Study
(September 2017), to inform Development
Management decisions.
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DRAFT AFFORDABLE HOUSING SUPPLEMENTARY
PLANNING DOCUMENT (SPD)

The Executive Member for Health and Wellbeing
submitted a report seeking authority to produce a new
draft Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning
Document (SPD), which would sit alongside the East
Herts District Plan once adopted. The new SPD would
provide further guidance on the delivery of affordable
housing in East Herts and would support Policy HOU3:
Affordable Housing as set out in the emerging District
Plan. Once adopted, the new SPD would replace the
Council’s current Affordable Housing SPD (January
2008).

The Executive Member referred to the need to address
excluded groups and to look at developing a model
section 106 agreement. In response to Members’
comments and questions, Officers acknowledged that
shared ownership would be looked at by the team.

The Panel supported the recommendation now detailed.

RECOMMENDED - that a new draft Affordable
Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD)
be produced, with the content to be agreed in due
course prior to public consultation.

AGREEMENT FOR THE PRINCIPLE OF USING THE
COUNCIL’S COMPULSORY PURCHASE POWERS IN
RESPECT OF LAND REQUIRED TO SUPPORT
DEVELOPMENT OF THE GILSTON AREA

The Panel considered a report seeking agreement for the
principle of using the Council’s Compulsory Purchase
Order (CPO) powers under Section 226 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990, in respect of land required to
support development of the Gilston Area.

Officers clarified that the land promoted to the Council for
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residential development was hatched in blue and not red
as stated in paragraph 2.4 of the report submitted.

Councillor R Brunton referred to local residents’
concerns about the uncertainties of the CPO process and
sought assurance that all avenues would be exhausted
before CPO powers were implemented. The Leader gave
this assurance and spoke of the Council’s commitment to
negotiate as far as possible.

The Panel supported the recommendation now detailed.

RECOMMENDED - that it is agreed in principle that
the use of the Council’s Compulsory Purchase
Order powers under Section 226 of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 in respect of the land
identified in the report submitted be authorised,
subject to a further report seeking authorisation to
commence the process dealing with the detailed
procedural and legal requirements and relevant
considerations.

HARLOW AND GILSTON GARDEN TOWN UPDATE

The Leader submitted an update on the ongoing work on
the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town proposal. She
outlined the progress of various workstreams and the two
consultancies that had been engaged.

The Panel noted the update.

RECOMMENDED - that the ongoing work in
relation to the Harlow and Gilston Garden Town be
noted.

LOCAL DEVELOPMENT SCHEME (LDS) SEPTEMBER
2017

The Panel considered an updated version of the Council’s
Local Development Scheme (LDS), the schedule and work
programme that set out the timeline for preparation of the
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District Plan. This would replace the LDS May 2016
(Version 6).

The schedule and work programme set out the timeline
for the preparation of the District Plan.

In response to Members’ comments on the potential for a
delay in the adoption of the District Plan caused by a
legal challenge, Officers expressed confidence that the
submitted Plan was sound. The Leader warned of the
dangers of a delay and the impact this would have on the
Council’s ability to resist inappropriate development.

The Panel supported the recommendation, as now
detailed.

RECOMMENDED - that the Local Development
Scheme (LDS) September 2017, attached at
Essential Reference Paper ‘B’ of the report
submitted, be agreed to take effect from September
2017.

EAST HERTS APPROACH TO MASTER PLANNING

The Panel considered a report setting out the Council’s
approach to master planning, which sought agreement
for its use to support the delivery of significant
development sites in the District.

The Panel noted that throughout the development of the
District Plan, the Council had emphasised the need to
ensure that development of the highest quality came
forward, fully supported by infrastructure which delivered
a range of aspirations that the Council and the
community in general had about the benefits to be
delivered as part of development. These aspirations
could be best identified and achieved through a
collaborative master planning approach to the bringing
forward of sites for development.

In response to Members’ comments and questions,
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Officers confirmed that no threshold on the size of
development was proposed and that each development
site would be considered on its merits. The Council
would seek a collaborative approach that would involve
discussions with all parties and this could apply to
employment sites as well.

In respect of the Gilston area, Officers explained that it
was too early to confirm the approach that would be
taken at this stage and the various questions asked
would be best answered by the steering group set up.

Regarding the Goods Yard site in Bishop’s Stortford,
Officers advised that, as this application was subject to
appeal, some caution needed to be applied in any
discussion. However, it was noted that a collaborative
approach was being taken. Officers emphasised that the
master planning approach would raise the bar and help
the process of seeking the highest possible quality in
design and development.

The Panel supported the recommendation now detailed.

RECOMMENDED - that the approach to master
planning set out in the report submitted, be
endorsed as the approach to be followed in relation
to the development of significant development
sites in East Herts.

CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Panel Chairman welcomed Members, Officers and the
public and reminded everyone that the meeting was being
webcast.

She updated the meeting in terms of the District Plan’s
Examination in Public which was due to commence on 3
October 2017. She also advised that the Examination would
be webcast.
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8 MINUTES

RESOLVED - that the Minutes of the meeting held on
9 March 2017 be approved as a correct record and
signed by the Chairman.

The meeting closed at 8.08 pm

Chairman

Date
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East Herts Council Report
District Planning Executive Panel
Date of meeting: Tuesday 19 May 2026

Report by: Councillor Vicky Glover-Ward — Executive
Member for Planning and Growth

Report title: Local Plan Timetable and Notice of Intention to
Commence Local Plan Preparation

Ward(s) affected: All Wards
Summary

o East Herts Council has a statutory duty to produce the East Herts
Local Plan. The government published details of a new plan-
making system in November 2025. Regulations’ to implement the
new system came into force on the 25 March 2026.

o This report initiates the first two stages of the new plan-making
system, namely the publication of the East Herts Local Plan
Timetable and Notice of Intention to Commence the East Herts
Local Plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE DISTRICT PLANNING EXECUTIVE
PANEL: that Council, via the Executive, be advised that:

A) The East Herts Local Plan Timetable, attached at Appendix A,
be approved for publication; and

B) The Notice of Intention to Commence the East Herts Local
Plan, attached at Appendix B, be published on the Council’s
website.

1.0 Proposal(s)
1.1 This report seeks approval to publish the East Herts Local Plan

Timetable. This sets out the key stages and milestones for
preparing the new East Herts Local Plan. Publication of the

' The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (Engand) Regulations 2026
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timetable will in turn enable the Council to publish the statutory
Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan Preparation, as
required under the new plan-making system.

1.2  The report also provides the context for, and links directly to, the
accompanying report on the ‘Local Plan Scoping Consultation’.
That report sets out the first stage of formal engagement under
the new plan-making system and explains how the Council will
gather early views on the scope, issues and priorities that the new
Local Plan should address.

1.3  The Scoping Consultation will invite stakeholders, statutory
bodies, community groups and residents to comment on the key
themes the Local Plan should cover, the challenges the district
faces, and the opportunities for shaping its long-term growth
strategy.

1.4  Together, the two reports will ensure that Members have a clear
understanding of both the statutory requirement to publish the
Timetable and Notice and the immediate next step in the
plan-making process, which is to undertake focused, early-stage
consultation to inform the development of the new Local Plan.

1.5 Both reports will be considered by the District Planning Executive
Panel (DPEP) for scrutiny and comment prior to being referred to
the Executive for consideration and recommendation. The
Executive will then determine whether to recommend the reports
to full Council for approval, in accordance with the Council’'s
constitution and decision-making framework.

2.0 Background

2.1 The Government has introduced a new plan-making system
designed to deliver faster, clearer and more accessible Local
Plans across England. The reforms were announced through a
Written Ministerial Statement in November 2025. The new system
introduces a 30-month statutory timetable for preparing and
adopting a Local Plan, replacing the longer, less structured
timelines under the previous arrangements.

2.2  Before the formal 30-month period begins, local planning

authorities are required to complete a prescribed ‘getting ready’
period of at least four months. During this stage, authorities must
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2.3

24

2.5

3.0

3.1

publish a Local Plan timetable, establish governance and project
management arrangements, begin early engagement, set out the
anticipated content of the plan, and commence work on Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA). These preparatory tasks must
be demonstrated through the Gateway 1 self-assessment before
the formal plan-making process can start.

A key requirement of the new system is that authorities must
publish a Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan
Preparation. This Notice acts as the formal signal that the
plan-making process is starting and must be issued before or at
the same time as the Scoping Consultation, the first formal stage
of public engagement. Its purpose is to ensure communities and
stakeholders understand when the Local Plan process is
beginning and how they can participate. The Notice must also be
published in a clearly accessible format on the Council’'s website.

Collectively, these changes are intended to simplify and
standardise plan-making while improving transparency,
engagement, and the speed at which Local Plans are produced.
The publication of the Local Plan timetable and Notice, along with
the Scoping Consultation, mark the first formal steps for East
Herts in implementing this new national plan-making framework.

Local Government Reorganisation

Members should note that local government reorganisation in
Hertfordshire remains subject to a decision by the Government.
While no decisions have yet been made, the Government has
been clear that councils should continue to progress local plans to
support plan-led decision-making. Advancing the East Herts Local
Plan will maintain an up-to-date and robust planning framework,
provide clarity and certainty for local communities on future
growth and development, and ensure that key evidence, policies
and local priorities are in place to inform and support any future
changes to governance or plan-making arrangements.

Reason(s)
Local Plan Timetable

The publication of the East Herts Local Plan timetable is a
requirement of the new plan-making system and must occur
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3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

Page 16

before or on the same day as the publication of the Notice of
Intention to Commence Local Plan Preparation.

The timetable provides a clear and publicly accessible schedule
of the stages involved in preparing the new Local Plan, including
early engagement, the Gateway assessments, formal
consultation stages, examination, and adoption. It sets out the
key milestones the Council must achieve within the statutory 30-
month plan-making period, offering transparency for communities,
stakeholders, developers and statutory bodies regarding when
and how they can participate in plan-making.

The timetable also forms one of the prescribed elements of the
‘getting ready’ phase that must be demonstrated before the
Council can pass through Gateway 1. It underpins project
management and governance arrangements by setting
expectations for resource planning, evidence commissioning and
consultation activity.

Publication of the timetable ensures the Council complies with the
requirements of the new plan-making system and establishes a
clear structure for the programme of work that will follow. The
Council will be required to maintain this timetable and update as
appropriate in accordance with the regulations.

The East Herts Local Plan Timetable is attached at Appendix A
and provides a detailed schedule of the key stages, milestones
and statutory processes involved in preparing the new Local Plan.

Timescales

It should be noted that the dates included in the timetable are
indicative and may be affected by a range of factors outside the
Council’s control. For example, it is not possible at the outset to
predict either the volume or the nature of representations
received during consultation stages. In addition, certain elements
of the process, such as the availability of external examiners, are
not within the Council’s control and may affect progress against
the timetable.

As set out above Hertfordshire is also undergoing local
government reorganisation during the preparation of the East
Herts Local Plan. This may affect the programme for plan



3.8

preparation, as changes to governance arrangements,
decision-making structures and electoral cycles could influence
the timing of key decisions and stages in the process. As a result,
some elements of the timetable may need to be reviewed as local
government reorganisation progresses.

Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan Preparation

The Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan Preparation
must include the following elements:

1. A clear statement that the Council is commencing
preparation of a new Local Plan. The notice must explicitly
state that the Council is preparing a new Local Plan and that
this marks the start of the formal plan-making process.

2. The area to which the Local Plan will apply. The notice must
identify the administrative area covered by the Local Plan.
This ensures that communities and stakeholders understand
the geographic scope of the plan.

3. The expected date for starting the 30-month plan preparation
period (Gateway 1). The notice should set out when the
Council expects to pass through Gateway 1, as this marks
the beginning of the statutory 30-month preparation period.
The notice must be given at least four months before this
point.

4. Publication of the Local Plan timetable. The Local Plan
timetable must be published before or on the same day the
Notice is issued and should therefore be referenced or linked
within the Notice.

5. How stakeholders can access information. The Notice must
be published on the Council’s website as text on a webpage
(not solely as a PDF). This is required to ensure accessibility
and transparency for all users.

6. Contact information for further enquiries. The Notice should
include contact details through which stakeholders can
request further information or clarification about the Local
Plan.

Page 17



3.9

4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Page 18

The Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan Preparation is
attached at Appendix B. This provides the wording proposed for
publication on the Council’s website, including the required
information on the Local Plan area, the expected timing of
Gateway 1, and the link to the East Herts Local Plan timetable.

Options

Option 1: Do Not Publish the Notice of Intention to Commence
Local Plan Preparation. Not publishing the Notice would place the
Council in breach of national requirements that the Notice must
be issued before the 30-month plan-making process can begin,
preventing the Scoping Consultation from taking place and
blocking progress through Gateway 1. This would cause
significant delays to starting the new Local Plan, and undermine
transparency and stakeholder confidence.

Option 2: Publish the Notice but Not the Local Plan Timetable.
Publishing the Notice without the Local Plan timetable would still
result in non-compliance, as the timetable must be published at
the same time, and would leave the Council unable to
demonstrate completion of the required preparatory work for
Gateway 1. Stakeholders would lack clarity on key milestones,
the effectiveness of engagement would be reduced, and internal
project management risks would increase due to uncertainty in
the programme.

Option 3: Publish Neither the Notice nor the Timetable. Failure to
publish both documents would prevent the Council from initiating
the Local Plan process under the new legal plan-making
framework, leaving it unable to commence the Scoping
Consultation or progress toward Gateway 1. This would create a
high risk of non-compliance with statutory plan-making duties,
weaken the policy position for development management, expose
the district to speculative development, and cause reputational
harm with stakeholders and government bodies.

Option 4: Publish both the Notice and the Local Plan Timetable.
Publishing both the Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan
Preparation and the Local Plan Timetable would ensure full
compliance with the statutory and national plan-making
requirements and enable the Council to formally initiate the
30-month Local Plan preparation period. This option would allow



5.0

5.1

5.2

5.3

6.0

6.1

6.2

the Scoping Consultation to proceed. Publication of both
documents would provide transparency and clarity for
stakeholders, set out a clear programme and key milestones,
support effective engagement, and strengthen internal project
management and governance. This option represents the most
robust and appropriate approach to commencing preparation of
the new Local Plan.

Risks

Local planning authorities must give notice before starting the 30-
month plan preparation process, and this notice must be
published on the Council’s website as required under national
guidance. Failure to do so would put the Council in breach of the
legal duty to give notice.

The 30-month statutory period begins when the Council passes
Gateway 1. Authorities must give notice at least four months’
notice before passing Gateway 1. If notice is not given, the
Gateway 1 self-assessment cannot be completed, delaying the
formal start of plan preparation.

The purpose of publishing the notice is to alert communities,
statutory bodies, and stakeholders to the start of plan-making and
give them advance warning of when and how they can
participate. Without the notice, stakeholders would not be aware
of the process or upcoming consultations, undermining inclusive
and effective engagement.

Implications/Consultations

The Local Plan Timetable and Notice of Intention to Commence
Local Plan Preparation are prescribed in guidance/regulations
and are therefore not subject to public consultation. However,
preparation of the Local Plan itself will include three rounds of
public consultation.

Following publication of the Notice, the Council will undertake a
Scoping Consultation, which is the first formal stage of
engagement under the new plan-making system. National
guidance specifies that the Notice must be issued before or at the
same time as this consultation to ensure that stakeholders are
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aware that plan-making has formally begun.

6.3 The Scoping Consultation is fully detailed in the accompanying
‘Local Plan Scoping Consultation Report’, which sets out the
proposed scope, objectives and approach to early engagement.
This consultation forms a key part of the required ‘getting ready’
phase prior to Gateway 1, during which authorities must begin
early engagement and initial assessment work.

Community Safety

Preparation of a new Local Plan can positively influence community
safety by shaping policies on design quality, public realm, lighting, and
layout of developments to discourage crime and anti-social behaviour.
Early plan-making helps ensure community safety considerations are
embedded from the outset.

Data Protection

The Notice does not involve processing of personal data beyond
standard consultation contact details managed under existing council
protocols. No new data protection risks arise from commencing Local
Plan preparation.

Equalities

Local Plans must advance equality of opportunity in line with the Public
Sector Equality Duty. Commencing preparation enables the Council to
develop policies that for example address accessibility, inclusive design,
Gypsy and Traveller accommodation needs, and equitable access to
housing, facilities, and employment. An Equalities Impact Assessment
will accompany the Plan’s development.

Environmental Sustainability

The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to sustainable
development. Preparation of the East Herts Local Plan must balance
three overarching objectives — economic, social and environmental. This
includes supporting climate resilience, conserving natural resources,
protecting biodiversity, and reducing carbon emissions. A Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) is legally required and will evaluate
the positive and negative impacts of policy options throughout the
plan-making process.

Financial
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Formal commencement of the Local Plan entails resource implications,
including staff time, evidence commissioning, public consultation, and
statutory examination. These costs are planned for within the Council’s
budget for Planning Policy work.

The Council has also received £108,474.57 from the government to
support Local Plan implementation. Acceptance of this funding is based
on the Council’s commitment to the following milestones:

o Publishing a Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan
preparation by 30 June 2026; and
o Publishing our Gateway 1 self-assessment by 31 October 2026.

Health and Safety
There are no direct health and safety implications arising from this
report.

Human Resources

Preparation of the new Local Plan requires continued staffing within the
Planning Policy team. Workload demands may require prioritisation of
tasks or temporary specialist support depending on the scale of
evidence production and consultation activity.

Human Rights

The decision to commence Local Plan preparation does not infringe on
the rights set out in the Human Rights Act 1998. The plan-making
process includes statutory opportunities for public participation,
supporting rights relating to consultation and fair process.

Legal
Issuing the Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan Preparation

formalises the Council’s compliance with the new plan-making system
and associated regulations.

Specific Wards
All

7.0 Background papers, appendices and other relevant material

7.1 Appendix A : East Herts Local Plan Timetable
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7.2  Appendix B: Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan

Preparation
Contact Member Councillor Vicky Glover-Ward, Executive
Member for Planning and Growth.
vicky.glover-ward@eastherts.gov.uk
Contact Officer Sara Saunders, Director for Place, Tel: 01992

531656. sara.saunders@eastherts.gov.uk

Report Author Claire Sime, Assistant Director for Place
Shaping. Tel: 01992 531626.
claire.sime@eastherts.gov.uk
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Appendix A

EAST HERTS LOCAL PLAN

REGULATION 4 TIMETABLE
Plan Summary Timeline: Version 1 (June 11, 2026)

PURPOSE OF THE LOCAL PLAN TIMETABLE

Local planning authorities are required to prepare and maintain a local plan timetable
so that communities and stakeholders can understand when a plan will be prepared
and how and when they can get involved.

Plan-making regulations require timetables to be prepared consistently across all
local planning authorities, so that progress is reported against the same set of
milestones. The dates specified at stages (a) to (I) in the table below represent the
defined stages of the plan-making process. The timetable will be updated at each
stage to ensure it remains accurate and up to date.

In addition to these defined stages, the timetable also indicates when other required
elements of the process are expected to take place, particularly reporting following
engagement or assessment stages.

The timetable must be made available before, or alongside, the publication of the
Notice of Intention to Commence Local Plan preparation.

IMPORTANT NOTE ON TIMESCALES

The dates included in the timetable are indicative and may be affected by a range of
factors outside the Council’s control. For example, it is not possible at the outset to
predict either the volume or the nature of representations received during
consultation stages. In addition, certain elements of the process, such as the
availability of external examiners, are not within the Council’s control and may affect
progress against the timetable.

Hertfordshire is also undergoing local government reorganisation during the
preparation of the East Herts Local Plan. This may affect the programme for plan
preparation, as changes to governance arrangements, decision-making structures
and electoral cycles could influence the timing of key decisions and stages in the
process. As a result, some elements of the timetable may need to be reviewed as
local government reorganisation progresses.
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Appendix A

Reg. Activity Indicative Indicative
4 ref Start: Month/  End: Month
Year Year

(@)

(e)

The date on which the local planning authority
will make their notice of intention to commence
local plan preparation available under regulation
19(1)"

The date on which the local planning authority
will make a notice of scoping consultation
available under regulation 20(1)(b)

The date on or before which representations will
have to be received by the local planning
authority in accordance with regulation 20(4)
(scoping consultation)

The date on which the local planning authority
will make their self-assessment summary
available under regulation 21(3)

To follow the meeting of the Council scheduled
for October 14.

Publish ‘summary of scoping consultation’

The date on which the local planning authority

June 11, 2026

June 11, 2026

July 10, 2026

October 15,
2026

w/c February

will make a notice of plan content and 22,2027
evidence consultation available under
regulation 23(1)(a)

(f) The date on or before which representations will  w/c April 5,
have to be received by the local planning 2027

authority in accordance with regulation 23(4)

No later than
30 June 2026

No later than
30 June 2026

No later than
October 31,
2026

By February
19, 2027

Six weeks after
commencemen
t

(consultation on proposed local plan content and
evidence)

" ‘Regulations’ in this table refers to the Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England)
Regulations 2026
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Appendix A

Reg. Activity Indicative Indicative
4 ref Start: Month/  End: Month
Year Year
Publish ‘summary of consultation on local plan By October
content and evidence’. 29, 2027
(9) The date on which observations and advice will w/c November By December
be sought under section 15CA(3) of the Act? in 1, 2027 18, 2027
accordance with regulation 26 (gateway 2)
Anticipated to take 4-6 weeks
Publish observations and /or advice in relation to By December
gateway 2 and comply with Regulation 26(5). 31, 2027
(h) The date on which the local planning authority w/c February
will make a notice of proposed local plan 21, 2028
consultation available under regulation 27(1)(a),
(i) The date on or before which representations will  w/c April 17,
have to be received by the local planning 2028
authority in accordance with regulation 27(4)
(consultation on the proposed local plan), Eight weeks
after
commencemen
t
Publish ‘summary of consultation on the
proposed local plan’
), The date on which observations and advice will w/c July 24, By w/c
be sought under section 15CA(3) of the Act in 2028 September 4,
accordance with regulation 31 (gateway 3: 2028

prescribed requirements assessment)

Anticipated to take 4-6 weeks

2The Act’ in this table is the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act 2023. Schedule 7 section 15CA(3)
states, ‘The local planning authority must, at such times as may be prescribed, seek observations or
advice in relation to a proposed local plan, from a person appointed by the Secretary of State’.
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Reg.
4 ref

Activity

Publish observations and /or advice in relation to
gateway 3 and comply with Regulation 31(5)
and, where prescribed requirements are met,
Regulation 31(6).

The date on which the local planning authority
will submit their proposed local plan to the
Secretary of State for independent examination
under section 15D(1)3 of the Act

Independent Examination

Anticipated to take up to 5 months

The date on which the local planning authority
will consider adopting the proposed local plan
under section 15EA* of the Act.

Appendix A

Indicative
Start: Month/
Year

w/c October 2,

2028

October 2028

w/c April 2,
2029

Indicative
End: Month
Year

By September
29, 2028

March 2029

3 Section 15D(1) of the Act states, ‘A local planning authority must submit their proposed local plan to
the Secretary of State for independent examination if a person appointed by the Secretary of State
under section 15CA(3) advises that the prescribed requirements are met in relation to the plan’.

4 Section 15EA of the Act deals with the circumstances under which a plan may be adopted.

Page 26


https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/7#p34550
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2023/55/schedule/7#p34560

Appendix B

NOTICE OF INTENTION TO COMMENCE LOCAL PLAN
PREPARATION

PLANNING AUTHORITY PREPARING THE LOCAL PLAN

The East Herts Local Plan is being prepared by East Hertfordshire
District Council.

IDENTIFYING DETAILS FOR THE LOCAL PLAN
Title of the plan: East Herts Local Plan (2029 — 2044).

The Local Plan will set out the planning framework for East Herts District
up to the year 2044.

The Local Plan will not incorporate any part of a minerals and waste
plan. Minerals and waste planning will continue to be addressed through
separate arrangements led at a county level.

AREA COVERED BY THE LOCAL PLAN

The East Herts Local Plan will cover the entire administrative area of
East Hertfordshire District Council (ONS code E07000242). The area is
shown on the map overleaf.

LOCAL PLAN TIMETABLE

The East Herts Local Plan timetable has been prepared in line with
national guidance. This sets out the key stages and anticipated
timescales for preparing the Local Plan. You can view the timetable
here: [link to webpage].

EXPECTED START OF LOCAL PLAN PREPARATION

East Hertfordshire District Council expects to commence plan-making
after passing through the Gateway 1 Self-Assessment on October 15,
2026.

AREA COVERED BY THE EAST HERTS LOCAL PLAN
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Appendix B

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES

Further information is available from the Planning Policy Team at
planningpolicy@eastherts.gov.uk, who can provide advice on the Local
Plan timetable and the wider programme of work associated with
preparing the new East Herts Local Plan.

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS

This Notice and the Local Plan timetable will be published on the
Council’s website. The documents can also be inspected at Wallfields,
Pegs Lane, Hertford, SG13 8EQ during normal office opening hours.

DATE THIS NOTICE WAS PUBLISHED
11 June 2026
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Agenda Item 6

East Herts Council Report

District Planning Executive Panel

Date of Meeting: Tuesday 19 May 2026

Report by: Councillor Vicky Glover-Ward — Executive

Member for Planning and Growth

Report title: Local Plan Scoping Consultation

Ward(s) affected: (All Wards);

Summary

East Herts Council has a statutory duty to produce the East Herts
Local Plan. The government published details of a new plan-
making system in November 2025. Regulations’ to implement the
new system came into force on the 25 March 2026.

This report will initiate the third stage of the new plan-making
system, the scoping consultation. The scoping consultation
follows the first two stages — publishing a local plan timetable and
publishing a notice of intention to commence local plan
preparation — which are the subject of a separate paper on this
agenda.

The scoping consultation is intended to provide meaningful early
engagement in the plan-making process and invite
representations on matters including what the plan should contain
and how future engagement on the plan should be carried out.
The consultation must take place alongside publishing the notice
of intent to commence local plan preparation and prior to the
fourth stage, the Gateway 1 Assessment.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE DISTRICT PLANNING EXECUTIVE
PANEL.: that Council, via the Executive be advised that:

A)

Subject to the publication of the Notice to Commence Local
Plan Preparation and the Local Plan Timetable, the East
Herts Local Plan — Scoping Consultation document

1 The Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026
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B)

C)

D)

1.0

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

(Appendix A) is made available to relevant stakeholders and
the wider community to begin a discussion about the
district’s new Local Plan, and to seek comments in accord
with the Regulations;

Engagement on the Scoping Consultation document should
commence, taking place between June 11 and July 10 2026,
through a range of different forums, including online on the
Council’s website; and

Any minor amendments required to the content of the
Scoping Consultation document prior to the consultation
period be delegated to the Director of Place in consultation
with the Executive Member for Planning and Growth;

A further report detailing any feedback is prepared for
Executive following engagement, with the intention of
informing the Local Plan content and evidence stages of the
plan-making process.

Proposal(s)

This report seeks approval for the content of the Scoping
Consultation document and to undertake a scoping consultation
on the content of the plan and the means of engaging with our
communities and stakeholders, after publishing a notice of
intention to commence plan-making.

The report links directly to the accompanying report on the Local
Plan Timetable and Notice of Intention to Commence Plan-
Making, which need to happen prior to the initiation of the scoping
consultation.

The Scoping Consultation will invite stakeholders, statutory
bodies, community groups and residents to comment on the key
themes the Local Plan should cover, the challenges the district
faces, and the opportunities for shaping its long-term growth
strategy.

Together, the two reports will ensure that Members have a clear
understanding of both the statutory requirement to publish the
Timetable and Notice and the immediate next step in the
plan-making process, which is to undertake focused, early-stage
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1.5

2.0

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

Page 32

consultation to inform the development of the new Local Plan.

Both reports will be considered by the District Planning Executive
Panel (DPEP) for scrutiny and comment prior to being referred to
the Executive for consideration and recommendation. The
Executive will then determine whether to recommend the reports
to full Council for approval, in accordance with the Council’s
constitution and decision-making framework.

Background

The background to the Government’s changes to the plan-making
system, recently confirmed through the publication of new
Regulations in March 2026, is discussed in paragraphs 2.1 and
2.2 of the accompanying report on this agenda dealing with the
Notice of Intention and the Local Plan Timetable.

The scoping consultation is a key part of the ‘getting ready’ period
undertaken within the four-month period prior to the formal 30-
month timeline for completing a local plan, and comes
immediately after giving Notice of Intention to Commence a Plan
and the publication of the Local Plan Timetable.

The Regulations specify both the bodies to be invited to make
representations during the scoping consultation and the matters
about which representations should be made. They do not
specify the length of time that the scoping consultation should
progress for, other that it being between the time that the notice is
given and plan-making formally commencing, although it must be
at least 21 days.

The Council is required to prepare a summary of the
representations received to the scoping consultation, but this
cannot be published prior to the commencement of formal plan-
making (‘Gateway 1’), the date of which is set out in the Local
Plan Timetable. It is therefore anticipated that any comments
received during the scoping consultation will be available in
Winter 2026/2027. These comments will inform the local plan
content.

Local Government Reorganisation



2.5

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

Members should note that local government reorganisation in
Hertfordshire remains subject to a decision by the Government.
While no decisions have yet been made, the Government has
been clear that councils should continue to progress local plans to
support plan-led decision-making. Advancing the East Herts Local
Plan will maintain an up-to-date and robust planning framework,
provide clarity and certainty for local communities about on future
growth and development, and ensure that key evidence, policies
and local priorities are in place to inform and support any future
changes to governance or plan-making arrangements.

Reason(s)

This report sets out the details for the scoping consultation. This
is the first period of engagement in the new plan-making system
and takes place before the start of formal plan-making.

The aim of the scoping consultation is to provide meaningful early
engagement in the plan-making process from invited groups and
members of the community, including local residents.
Representations can be made about:

e Matters relevant to the preparation of the local plan, including
what the plan should contain;

e How the authority should engage with stakeholders and the
community in the preparation of the plan.

This consultation is proposed to run from Thursday June 11 to
Friday July 10, 2026. This period would commence on the day
that notice is given and conclude prior to the start of summer
school holidays. This period is eight days longer than the
minimum period of 21 days. The period between the end of the
consultation and the start of formal plan-making can be used to
assess the responses received and to prepare the summary of
representations.

Beyond the points set out at para 3.2 above and the direction
given in respect of the bodies to be consulted, there is no further
advice as to the form of the consultation in terms of the level of
detail and the extent of material to accompany it. As this is a new
plan-making system, and East Herts is among the front-runners,
there are also very few precedents for this scoping consultation.
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3.6

3.7

3.8
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Officers consider that the consultation needs to be strategic and
at a high level. It needs to strike a balance between engaging as
wide an audience as possible and encouraging constructive,
focused feedback that will meaningfully inform the next stages of
plan-making, while avoiding disproportionate administrative
burdens associated with logging, analysing and responding to
representations. To this end, a Scoping Consultation document
(Appendix A) has been prepared which aims to deliver short,
focused responses having set out:

e why the plan is being made and the purpose of the
consultation;

e the challenges and opportunities of the district that are
expected to be addressed within the plan;

e aproposed Vision Statement;

e the ways in which the Council considers engagement can be
conducted with respect to the plan;

e the requirement to undertake a Sustainabiliuty Appraisal (SA)
| Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).

The document includes within it 14 focused questions that cover
these categories and ask for general views on the Vision
Statement, the important issues for the plan and the way in which
people would like to be involved. The challenges and
opportunities section of the document provides a short
introduction to some of the common planning-related matters that
affect the district, including housing numbers, the approach to the
green belt and sustainability. It seeks feedback on which issues
are considered to be of most importance and whether any key
issues have been omitted.

The proposed Vision Statement, included within the Scoping
Consultation document, is part of the wider ‘East Herts Strategic
Vision’ which was approved by the Council on May 14, 2025.
This Strategic Vision was prepared prior to the new Regulations,
and engagement on it has been postponed twice during 2025,
firstly because of a pre-election period prior to a local election and
secondly on the advice of the MHCLG, who cautioned against
engaging on material related to a new plan prior to the
introduction of the Regulations.

Officers consider that the Vision Statement agreed in 2025
remains fit for purpose and relevant for the progression of the



3.9

3.10

3.1

4.0

4.1

plan. It has therefore been incorporated into the Scoping
Consultation document as a core part of the engagement, largely
as was intended in 2025. A link to the Strategic Vision is provided
in the Scoping Consultation document.

The final two sections of the Consultation Scoping document
cover engagement and the SA/SEA. The first seeks feedback on
the preferred methods of engagement that potential respondents
would prefer to use as the plan develops. Using this feedback,
the Council will need to set out its approach to engagement in
respect of the local plan at the commencement of formal plan-
making later in the year. This replaces the previous requirement
to prepare a Statement for Community Involvement. The second
provides an opportunity to consider the SA/SEA Scoping
document and feedback any comments on its content at this
stage. The SA/SEA is undertaken in a number of stages and
runs alongside the preparation of the Local Plan, and any
comments made will inform this ongoing process.

The planning policy team have been working with the corporate
comms team to develop a series of events and messages around
the scoping consultation. This will include a press release, a
newsletter to those signed up to the planning policy page on the
Council’s website and an online portal to drive responses. The
consultation period will be managed principally by the planning
policy team using a stand-alone digital platform designed to
manage planning policy consultations of this kind.

The scoping consultation will provide information from the
community on their priorities for the local plan. This will inform
the formal start of plan-making and be reflected in the Gateway 1
assessment, which is the next stage of the plan-making process.
A report on the scoping consultation will be prepared prior to the
next formal engagement on the plan, which is anticipated in early
2027.

Options
Undertaking the scoping consultation is subject to publishing the
Notice of Intention to Commence and the Local Plan Timetable.

The scoping consultation must take place after the publication of
both. If either one of these was not published, the Council could
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not proceed with the scoping consultation, and would be in
breach of the Regulations if it did.

Assuming that Notice and the Timetable are published, the
Council is required by the Regulations to undertake the scoping
consultation prior to the Gateway 1 assessment, which is a period
of not less than four months. There is a minimum defined period
for the scoping consultation of 21 days. This report suggests a
period of consultation between June 11 and July 10, 2026. This
achieves the required minimum engagement period whilst also
allowing a further eight days to raise interest and awareness, and
avoids consultation taking place within the school holiday period
when those interested in responding to the plan may not be
available. This period also allows an opportunity to review
responses received before the Gateway 1 assessment in
October.

The Council could choose to have a longer consultation period, or
different start and / or end dates, but these would risk complaints
from the community about the timing of consultation, and —
dependent on the volume of responses — place resourcing
pressures on the planning policy team to respond to the
consultation and maintain momentum on the production of the
plan.

The Consultation Scoping document takes a high-level view of
the Local Plan at this early stage which is proportionate to the
requirement to begin a conversation on the plan. It allows the
opportunity to set out the context and the broad issues affecting
the district and the plan without getting into significant details
about the site allocations and policy structure. The Council could
decide to deliver a more detailed and lengthier document, which
could set out a greater amount of certainty, or deliver a much
shorter document with less information within it. The former
would take much more time to prepare and likely lead to a greater
number of more complicated responses, whilst the latter may be
too limited, and fail to sufficiently interest people about the plan
and its process.

Risks

The Scoping Consultation document will be available for
consultation following the publication of the Notice and the



Timetable. Any delay to this publication will delay the scoping
consultation and may impact the overall plan-making timetable.
Any delay may see the engagement come into conflict with
periods of traditional holiday time, which could be detrimental to
the consultation overall.

5.2  Because the scoping consultation will be dealing with planning
and the future of the district, opinions are likely to be many and
varied. The Scoping Consultation document aims to manage the
type and nature of responses by including focused questions with
a request for explanations of opinions. There is a risk that
responses will be received that react to concerns that are not
covered by the Scoping Consultation, which may generate
additional work and administrative effort. Reponses may be
generated through means such as Al, which could increase the
number of responses that are received. As well as adding further
administrative time, this also risks responses that are poorly
focused.

6.0 Implications/Consultations

6.1  Following publication of the Notice, the Council will undertake a
Scoping Consultation, which is the first formal stage of
engagement under the new plan-making system. National
guidance specifies that the Notice must be issued before or at the
same time as this consultation to ensure that stakeholders are
aware that plan-making has formally begun.

6.2 The Scoping Consultation forms a key part of the required ‘getting
ready’ phase prior to Gateway 1, during which authorities must
begin early engagement and initial assessment work.

Community Safety

Preparation of a new Local Plan can positively influence community
safety by shaping policies on design quality, public realm, lighting, and
layout of developments to discourage crime and anti-social behaviour.
Early plan-making helps ensure community safety considerations are
embedded from the outset.

Data Protection

The scoping consultation will involve the management and processing of
personal data. This will be carried out within a bespoke, closed platform
designed to manage this type of planning engagement and will contact
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people and organisations that are either defined as general or specific
consultation bodies within the context of the Regulations, or have
specifically opted into notifications of such engagement via the bespoke
platform. Advice will be taken from the Information Governance and
Data Protection Manager and Data Protection Officer where required.

Equalities

Local Plans must advance equality of opportunity in line with the Public
Sector Equality Duty. Commencing preparation enables the Council to
develop policies that for example address accessibility, inclusive design,
Gypsy and Traveller accommodation needs, and equitable access to
housing, facilities, and employment. An Equalities Impact Assessment
will accompany the Plan’s development.

Environmental Sustainability

The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to sustainable
development. Preparation of the East Herts Local Plan must balance
three overarching objectives — economic, social and environmental. This
includes supporting climate resilience, conserving natural resources,
protecting biodiversity, and reducing carbon emissions. A Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) is legally required and will evaluate
the positive and negative impacts of policy options throughout the
plan-making process.

Financial

Formal commencement of the Local Plan entails resource implications,
including staff time, evidence commissioning, public consultation, and
statutory examination. These costs are planned for within the Council’s
budget for Planning Policy work.

Health and Safety
There are no direct health and safety implications arising from this
report.

Human Resources

Preparation of the new Local Plan requires continued staffing within the
Planning Policy team. Workload demands may require prioritisation of
tasks or temporary specialist support depending on the scale of
evidence production and consultation activity.

Human Rights
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The decision to commence Local Plan preparation does not infringe on
the rights set out in the Human Rights Act 1998. The plan-making
process includes statutory opportunities for public participation,
supporting rights relating to consultation and fair process.

Legal

Issuing the Scoping Consultation document following the Notice to
Commence Plan Preparation and the Local Plan timetable formalises
the Council’s compliance with the new plan-making system and
associated regulations.

Specific Wards
All

7.0 Background papers, appendices and other relevant material
7.1 Appendix A: Scoping Consultation Document
Contact Member Councillor Vicky Glover-Ward, Executive

Member for Planning and Growth.
vicky.glover-ward@eastherts.gov.uk

Contact Officer Sara Saunders, Director for Place, Tel: 01992
531656. sara.saunders@eastherts.gov.uk

Report Author Richard Crutchley, Team Leader (Planning
Policy), Tel: 01992 532154.
richard.crutchley@eastherts.gov.uk
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Scoping Consultation
East Herts Local Plan
11 June — 10 July 2026
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EAST HERTS LOCAL PLAN
SCOPING CONSULTATION

1. INTRODUCTION

East Herts District Council is preparing a new Local Plan to guide development in the
district over the coming years. The Local Plan will cover the period up to 2044 and
will set out the vision, objectives, and planning policies that will shape how East
Hertfordshire grows and changes. It will address matters such as housing,
employment, infrastructure, the natural and historic environment, and the health and
wellbeing of communities.

Planning authorities are required to review their Local Plans at least once every five
years to ensure that planning policies remain up to date. This review process gives
us a chance to look at what’s changed locally, ensure ongoing conformity with
national planning policy, and respond to new or emerging social, environmental, and
economic priorities. The preparation of the new Local Plan will be informed by the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), which sets out the Government’s
planning policies for England and how these should be applied.

Purpose of the Scoping Consultation

This Scoping Consultation is the first stage of engagement in the preparation of the
new Local Plan. Its purpose is to provide meaningful early engagement with
stakeholders and the local community, including residents, businesses, infrastructure
providers, and other organisations, to help shape the direction of the Local Plan.

The council is seeking views on:

1. Matters that are relevant to the preparation of the new Local Plan;

2. What the new Local Plan should contain;

3. How the council should engage with stakeholders and the community during the
plan-making process; and

4. The content of the Sustainability Appraisal (SA) / Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Scoping document.

Feedback received through this consultation will help to inform the scope, evidence
base, and approach to preparing the new Local Plan.

Consultation Period

This Scoping Consultation will run from 11 June to 10 July 2026.

2. HOW TO GET INVOLVED AND RESPOND
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The best way to respond is through the council’s online consultation platform.
Comments can also be submitted by email or post as follows:

Email:

planningpolicy@eastherts.gov.uk
Post:

Planning Policy Team
East Herts Council
Wallfields

Pegs Lane

Hertford, SG13 8EQ

All responses received during the consultation period will be considered and will help
inform the next stages of Local Plan preparation. A summary of comments and how
they have been taken into account will be published as part of the engagement
process.

3. CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES

The preparation of a new Local Plan presents both challenges and opportunities for
East Hertfordshire. In particular, the Plan will need to balance the need to deliver
new housing, alongside other forms of development, with the protection,
preservation, and enhancement of the district’s valued characteristics, including its
distinctive landscape and the character and identity of towns and villages. Ensuring
that growth respects local distinctiveness and responds positively to its surroundings
will be a key consideration.

The Local Plan will also need to make sure there is infrastructure in place to support
new homes and development. This includes transport and movement, addressing
how people travel within and beyond the district, as well as ensuring that essential
services and community facilities, such as healthcare, education, utilities, and open
space, are maintained and provided in the right locations and at the right time.

Supporting a strong and resilient economy will be another important challenge. The
plan will need to consider how to retain existing jobs, attract new businesses and
investment, and support economic growth, while also nurturing small businesses,
promoting innovation, and maintaining the diversity of the district’s rural economy.

In addition, the Local Plan must respond to wider global and national trends that will
affect East Hertfordshire over the plan period. These include changing technology,
increased home and flexible working, changes in how people shop and access
services, and ongoing cost-of-living pressures. Anticipating how these trends may
influence future development needs, settlement patterns, and infrastructure
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requirements will be essential in ensuring the Local Plan is flexible and
future-focused.

CONSULTATION QUESTION

1. What do you consider to be the main challenges and opportunities facing
East Hertfordshire over the plan period, and how should the new Local
Plan respond to them?

The new Local Plan will need to respond to a range of issues affecting East
Hertfordshire. Some of these are set out below, and the council is seeking views on
whether these reflect the issues that matter most to local communities and
stakeholders.

Housing

The Government sets the minimum housing requirement for each local planning
authority through national planning policy, including the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) and associated guidance. In recent years, the housing
requirement for East Hertfordshire has increased significantly, reflecting national
priorities to boost housing supply and improve affordability.

East Herts is a largely rural district characterised by a constrained landscape,
extensive Green Belt and a network of distinctive and historic market towns. In this
context, the new Local Plan will need to establish an appropriate strategy to deliver
the required number of homes. This means deciding where new housing should go,
how it should be spread across the district, and what impact it will have on
infrastructure, the environment, and existing communities.

The Plan will also need to address the diverse housing needs of the district’s
population. This includes providing a suitable mix of housing types, sizes, and
tenures, including affordable housing, in locations where need is anticipated. Specific
consideration will be given to the needs of different groups, including older people
and those who require care or support, Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling
Showpeople communities, and people at different stages of life.

Green Belt and the Introduction of ‘Grey Belt’

The Green Belt has five defined purposes, including preventing urban sprawil,
stopping neighbouring towns from merging, and safeguarding the countryside from
encroachment. It is not intended to protect specific landscapes or habitats, which are
covered by other planning policies.

National planning policy has recently changed the approach to Green Belt reviews
through local plans, including the introduction of the concept of ‘grey belt’. Grey belt
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refers to areas of Green Belt that perform less strongly against certain Green Belt
purposes and may therefore be more suitable for development, subject to wider
planning considerations.

In East Herts, the Green Belt covers the southern third of the district, surrounding the
towns of Hertford, Ware, Sawbridgeworth and Bishop’s Stortford. It also forms part of
the separation between the district and neighbouring towns including Stevenage,
Welwyn Garden City, Hoddesdon and Harlow.

As part of preparing the new Local Plan, the council is required to review the Green
Belt to identify areas that may meet the definition of grey belt.

Employment

The main towns of East Hertfordshire are significant employment centres, providing
jobs for residents and those commuting into the district. They accommodate a range
of employment uses, including offices, industrial premises, and service-based
businesses, located within town centres and across wider built-up areas.

The district’s villages and rural areas also play an important role in supporting
employment. Traditional activities such as farming and rural crafts remain important
alongside growing diversification. This includes the reuse of rural buildings to support
small-scale businesses, start-ups and relocations, often reflecting changes in
working practices and business models.

East Herts benefits from a strong strategic location, with access to major transport
routes including the M11 and A1(M), proximity to Stansted Airport, and links to
centres of innovation in neighbouring areas such as Harlow, Cambridge, and
Stevenage. Many residents also commute to and from London, reflecting the
district’s role in a wider labour market.

The new Local Plan will need to support a balanced and resilient local economy.
This includes providing a range of employment opportunities, supporting existing
businesses, and aligning employment growth with housing, infrastructure, and
environmental considerations.

Town Centres

The district’s town centres provide a wide range of retail, service, leisure, and
community functions, including shops, food and drink uses, cultural venues, and
facilities such as libraries. Many are set within distinctive historic environments that
contribute strongly to character and sense of place.

Town centres continue to play a vital role in supporting local communities and the
economy but face significant change. The growth of online shopping and
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home-based entertainment has reduced footfall for some traditional uses and
affected long-term viability.

There have also been shifts in the location of activities, with some leisure and
service uses increasingly locating outside town centres. In addition, the district’s
centres face challenges linked to their historic form, such as access, servicing, and
parking constraints.

The new Local Plan will need to consider how town centres can adapt while
maintaining a strong mix of uses, supporting vitality and viability, and reinforcing their
role as focal points for community life.

Recreation and Leisure

Successful and sustainable communities are supported by access to leisure,
recreational and community facilities. Good-quality open spaces and services
contribute to health, wellbeing, and quality of life.

The new Local Plan will need to ensure that existing facilities, including open spaces,
parks, sports facilities, swimming pools, and playing pitches, continue to meet the
needs of the current population. It must also plan positively for future growth,
ensuring new development is supported by appropriate additional facilities.

Leisure and recreation also include cultural and social facilities such as cinemas,
theatres, and other venues. These uses can play an important role in supporting
town centres and local economies and may have implications for accessibility,
transport patterns, and activity throughout the day and evening.

Community Facilities and Infrastructure

Strong communities depend on access to facilities and services that support health,
wellbeing and everyday life. Community facilities and infrastructure play a key role in
supporting sustainable growth and in reducing inequalities.

The new Local Plan will need to work with providers of key services and
infrastructure, including education, healthcare, water supply and energy, to support
future growth. This includes ensuring new development is supported by appropriate
infrastructure, either through existing capacity or timely upgrades.

The Plan will also consider infrastructure essential to modern living and economic
activity, such as high-quality digital connectivity and wastewater infrastructure.

In addition, the Local Plan will need to remain flexible to respond to future
technological and societal change. This includes emerging approaches to service
delivery and the infrastructure associated with digital technology, data storage, and
the transition to low-carbon energy systems.

Urban Design and Conservation
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The district’s towns and villages contain historic cores that play a key role in defining
local character and sense of place, and across the district there are over 3,000
Listed Buildings. These environments contribute significantly to the attractiveness of
the district and its cultural heritage.

The new Local Plan will need to provide a framework for accommodating change in
ways that conserve and enhance historic assets. This could include sensitively
integrating energy-efficiency measures to ensure historic buildings remain viable and
valued.

There is increasing emphasis within planning policy on the importance of good
design. High-quality design can reinforce local character, support sustainability
objectives, and create adaptable, long-lasting places.

The new Local Plan will need to set clear expectations for design quality, ensuring
development respects local character while responding to contemporary and future
needs.

Climate Change

Climate change presents a significant challenge for East Hertfordshire, influencing
where development should take place, how it is designed, and how communities and
infrastructure can remain resilient over time. National planning policy requires local
plans to address both the mitigation of climate change, through reducing greenhouse
gas emissions, and adaptation to its impacts.

The new Local Plan will need to support the transition to a low-carbon future. This
includes promoting energy-efficient buildings, renewable and low-carbon energy
generation, and patterns of development that reduce the need to travel, particularly
by private car.

Equally important is ensuring that development is resilient to climate impacts. The
Plan will need to address increased risks of flooding, overheating, and water stress
by directing development away from areas at the highest risk of flooding, by
encouraging design approaches that respond to higher temperatures and more
extreme weather events, and by supporting sustainable drainage systems and
promoting water efficiency.

Particular consideration will be given to the district’s water environment, including
chalk streams and water resources, which are highly sensitive to climate change and
development pressures.

Addressing climate change will require an integrated approach across the Local
Plan, linking with policies on housing, movement, design, infrastructure, and the
natural environment. The new Local Plan will provide the framework to embed
climate considerations into decision-making and support the creation of healthy,
resilient and sustainable communities.

Page 46



Environment and Landscape

East Hertfordshire is predominantly rural, defined by open countryside, scattered
villages, and river valleys. This landscape makes a strong contribution to local
identity and provides an important setting for settlements.

The district is characterised by a network of rivers draining towards the River Lea,
including the Rivers Rib, Ash, Beane and Quin, with the River Stort forming part of
the district’s boundary. Many of these watercourses are chalk streams, flowing
through chalk geology and supporting distinctive habitats. Chalk streams are
internationally rare and highly sensitive to pressures such as abstraction, climate
change, and development, making river corridors a key environmental consideration.

The wider landscape is gently undulating, with long views that contribute to the
district’s character. Settlements are often closely related to their surrounding
landscape, reinforcing local distinctiveness and sense of place.

The new Local Plan will need to protect and enhance the landscape and natural
environment while planning positively for future needs. This includes addressing
biodiversity, flood risk, and climate change, and safeguarding the quality and
openness of the countryside while enabling well-designed development.

Movement

Movement and transport are key considerations due to the district’s size, rural
character and settlement pattern. Major routes such as the M11, A1(M), A414 and
rail links support travel, but access to transport options varies.

In the southern parts of the district, residents have greater access to walking,
cycling, public transport, and rail. Elsewhere, options are more limited, and reliance
on the private car is higher.

The new Local Plan will need to consider how development can reduce the impacts
of car use, including congestion and environmental effects, while recognising the
needs of people in less well-connected areas. This includes reducing the need to
travel where possible and supporting realistic alternatives to the car.

Hertfordshire County Council will be a key partner, with responsibility for highways,
active travel, and elements of public transport. Rail services will also continue to
shape travel patterns.

Sustainability

Sustainability has long been a central principle of planning policy. It underpins
national policy and provides the framework for balancing growth with environmental
protection and social wellbeing.

Sustainable development encompasses environmental, social and economic
considerations. Within plan-making, this involves meeting development needs in a
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way that supports strong and healthy communities, enables a resilient local economy
and ensures the efficient and responsible use of land and natural resources.

Many of the topic areas identified within this Scoping Consultation contribute directly
to sustainable development. For example, efficient land use, sustainable growth
patterns, and development in accessible locations can help to reduce the need to
travel, to lower carbon emissions, and to support healthier lifestyles.

Together, these considerations will help to ensure that future development in East
Hertfordshire is planned and delivered in a balanced and sustainable manner.

CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

2. Are there any other issues, in addition to those identified above, that you
think the new Local Plan should address?

3. What do you consider to be the three most important issues that should
be addressed by the new Local Plan to help shape the future of East
Hertfordshire? Please select up to three topics and provide reasons for
your choices.

4. Is there anything else you would like to tell us that should be considered
as part of the new Local Plan?

4. PLAN VISION

In line with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), the new Local Plan is
required to establish a clear vision for the district’s future development. In response,
the council has prepared a draft Vision to articulate how the district could develop
over the plan period, reflecting local priorities, challenges, and opportunities.

The draft Vision is intended to provide a clear and consistent framework to guide the
preparation of the Local Plan’s objectives, strategy and policies.

The draft Vision document is available to view here: Vision | East Herts Council.

Vision Statement

At the heart of the draft Vision document is a Vision Statement which sets out the
council’s long-term aspirations for East Hertfordshire and describes how the district
should evolve over the plan period. It provides a shared statement of intent,
reflecting local priorities, opportunities and challenges, and establishes the overall
direction for growth.
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VISION STATEMENT

“Renowned for our unique and charming historic market towns and villages
set within beautiful countryside, rare chalk streams and rich heritage, East
Herts will be an exemplar of sustainability, where innovative design
solutions respect local character and are harnessed to mitigate and adapt to
climate change and enhance biodiversity.

Our communities will continue to thrive, supported by affordable and
accessible housing, reliable public transport, and improved public open
spaces—promoting active lifestyles and creating inclusive places for all.

By nurturing local businesses, we will create a resilient, prosperous and
secure future for all residents and visitors.

Collectively, we will recognise the responsibility we have to create a district
fit for future generations™.

CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

5. Does the Vision Statement reflect your aspirations for East Hertfordshire
over the next 20 years? Please explain your views.

6. Do you have any suggestions for how the wording of the Vision
Statement could be improved?

Vision Themes and Aspirations

The Vision has six key themes, which together capture the district’s strengths,
challenges and aspirations and will guide future policies and decision-making. The
six themes are:

People — supporting healthy, inclusive and resilient communities, with access to
high-quality homes, services, and opportunities for all.

Place — protecting and enhancing the distinctive character of towns, villages and the
countryside, ensuring that new development responds positively to its surroundings.

Economy — promoting a diverse, adaptable, and productive local economy,
supporting existing businesses, attracting new investment, and enabling innovation.
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Environment — safeguarding and enhancing the natural environment, addressing
climate change, and protecting biodiversity, landscapes and heritage assets.

Infrastructure — ensuring that growth is supported by timely and appropriate
infrastructure, including utilities, health, education, and community facilities.

Movement — improving connectivity and accessibility, encouraging sustainable travel
choices, and reducing reliance on the private car.

Across these themes, the draft Vision document highlights the need to balance
growth with environmental protection, respond to climate change, and ensure a high
quality of life for existing and future residents.

CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

7. Do you agree that the six themes (people, place, economy, environment,
infrastructure and movement) reflect the key priorities for East
Hertfordshire? [Yes / No]

8. Are there any themes you think should be changed, added to, or given
more emphasis? Please explain your reasons.

5. ENGAGEMENT

Meaningful engagement with stakeholders and the local community is a fundamental
part of preparing a new Local Plan. Early and ongoing consultation helps to ensure
that the Local Plan reflects local priorities, benefits from local knowledge, and is
informed by those who live and work in the district. It also supports transparency and
builds confidence in the plan-making process.

This section seeks views on how the council should engage with residents,
businesses, landowners, infrastructure providers, community groups, and other
stakeholders as the new Local Plan is prepared. The council is keen to understand
which engagement methods are most effective, how information should be shared,
and how people can best be supported to take part throughout the different stages of
plan-making.

Feedback will help shape a proportionate and inclusive engagement strategy that
encourages broad participation and ensures that communities and stakeholders
have meaningful opportunities to influence the new Local Plan as it develops.
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

9. How would you prefer to be engaged during the Local Plan process?
Please rank your preferences.
a) Online consultations
b) Public events
c) Workshops
d) Focus groups
e) Written updates
f) Social media
g) Other methods, please specify.

10. Are there any specific engagement methods you think would be
particularly effective in helping people understand and contribute to the
Local Plan?

11.How can the council ensure that engagement is inclusive and accessible,
and that opportunities to participate are available to a wide range of
communities and stakeholders?

12.1s there anything else the council should consider when developing its
approach to community and stakeholder engagement for the new Local
Plan?

6. SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL (SA) / STRATEGIC
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT (SEA)

Alongside the preparation of a Local Plan, the Council is required to carry out a
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) / Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The
purpose of the SA/SEA is to identify, describe and assess the likely economic, social
and environmental effects of the Local Plan, as well as to consider reasonable
alternatives to the proposed approach. The SA/SEA is undertaken in a number of
stages and runs alongside the preparation of the Local Plan.

As part of the first stage of the process an SA/SEA Scoping document has been
prepared. The document is available to view here: [link to webpage].

This report identifies relevant plans, policies and programmes that may have an
impact on the Local Plan, the existing situation in East Hertfordshire across a range
of topics, key sustainability issues and future trends. This information is used to
develop an SA/SEA framework that will be used to assess the policies and proposals
in the emerging Local Plan, ensuring that proposals are assessed against key
environmental criteria as the plan is developed.
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CONSULTATION QUESTIONS

13.Do you have any comments on the SA/SEA Scoping document?

14.1s there anything else that should be included within the SA/SEA Scoping
document? If so, please specify
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Agenda Item 7

East Herts Council Report
District Planning Executive Panel
Date of meeting: Tuesday 19 May 2026

Report by: Councillor Vicky Glover-Ward — Executive
Member for Planning and Growth

Report title: Local Plan Sustainability Appraisal (SA) /
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Scoping Report

Ward(s) affected: (All Wards);
Summary

o East Herts has a duty to produce the East Herts Local Plan. In
preparing a local plan the local authority is required by the Town
and Country Planning Regulations (Local Planning) (England)
2026 and The Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended) to prepare a
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA). The SEA will
identify, describe and evaluate the likely significant effects on the
environment of implementing the local plan and any potential
reasonable alternatives to the proposed plan.

o Additionally, as required by Section 19 of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 local planning authorities need to
carry out an appraisal of the sustainability of the proposals in the
Local Plan. This process is known as a Sustainability Appraisal
(SA) and assesses the way in which the plan can contribute to
achieving economic, social and environmental sustainability.

o As part of the SA/SEA process the Council has a duty to consult
on the scope and level of detail that must be included in the report
with the relevant consultation bodies. An SA/SEA Scoping
document has been prepared and this report is seeking approval
on the content of this document and approval to consult with the
relevant consultation bodies.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE DISTRICT PLANNING EXECUTIVE
PANEL: that Council, via the Executive, be advised that:

A)

B)

C)

D)

1.0
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Subject to the publication of the ‘Notice to Commence Local
Plan Preparation and the Local Plan Timetable’, the content
of the SA/SEA Scoping document (Appendix A) is approved;

That the SA/SEA Scoping document be formally consulted
upon with the Environment Agency (EA), Historic England
(HE) and Natural England (NE) in accordance with statutory
requirements;

Subject to the approval of the ‘Local Plan Scoping
Consultation’, the SA/SEA Scoping document will be made
available alongside the Local Plan Scoping Consultation, and
will include a period of activity between June 11 and July 12
2026 through a range of different forums, including online on
the Council’s website; and

Any minor amendments required to the content of the
SA/SEA Scoping document prior to the consultation period
be delegated to the Director of Place in consultation with the
Executive Member for Planning and Growth.

Proposal(s)



1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

2.0

2.1

2.2

This report seeks approval of the content of the SA/SEA Scoping
document and approval to consult with relevant consultation
bodies and the wider public.

Consultation on the SA/SEA Scoping document is sought
alongside the Local Plan Scoping consultation, and therefore this
report directly links to the approval of the ‘Local Plan Timetable
and Notice of Intention to Commence Plan-Making’, as well as the
‘Local Plan Scoping Consultation’.

This report will ensure that Members have a clear understanding
of the statutory requirements for the SA/SEA process and the
relationship to the Local Plan.

This report will be considered by the District Planning Executive
Panel (DPEP) for scrutiny and comment prior to being referred to
the Executive for consideration and recommendation. The
Executive will then determine whether to recommend the reports
to full Council for approval, in accordance with the Council’s
constitution and decision-making framework.

Background

An SA/SEA is part of an iterative process that is undertaken
alongside the preparation of a local plan. It is broken up into key
stages as follows:

e Stage A (Scoping) — Setting the context and objectives,
establishing the baseline, and deciding on the scope

e Stage B — Developing and refining alternatives and
assessing effects

e Stage C — Prepare the SA/SEA report

e Stage D — Seek representations on the SA/SEA report from
consultation bodies and the public

e Stage E — Post adoption reporting and monitoring

The SA/SEA Scoping document represents Stage A of this

process and identifies relevant plans, policies and programmes

that may have an impact on the Local Plan, the existing situation

in East Herts in relation to various topics, key sustainability issues

and future trends. This leads to the formation of an SA/SEA

framework that will be used to test proposals and options in the

local plan process as they emerge. It also ensures proposals are
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2.3

3.0

3.1

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

assessed against key environmental criteria.

Schedule 2 of the SEA Regulations lists a number of issues that
are likely to have significant effects on the environment. This
includes biodiversity, population, human health, fauna, flora, soil,
water, air, climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage and
landscape. The SA/SEA Scoping document assesses all of these
issues individually, as well as the interrelationship and key drivers
between them.

Reason(s)

An SEA is a requirement of The Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended)
(commonly known as the SEA Regulations), this ensures that the
likely significant effects of the Local Plan are considered from the
outset. The SEA process also tests alternatives to the proposals
within a local plan to ensure that the best outcome is achieved.

The requirement for an SA is set out in Section 19 of the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, which requires local
planning authorities to carry out an appraisal of the sustainability
of the proposals in the Local Plan. The process is a way to test
and assess the way in which the plan can contribute to achieving
economic, social and environmental sustainability, as well as
identifying and mitigating any potential adverse effects that the
plan may have'.

SA’s assess environmental sustainability which is a requirement
of an SEA. Therefore, this Scoping document encompasses the
requirements for both an SA and SEA.

As prescribed in the SEA Regulations the Council has a duty to
consult with Historic England, Natural England and the
Environment Agency on the scope of the SEA for a minimum of
five weeks.

Additionally, under the Town and Country Planning Regulations
2026 the Council must submit a self-assessment of readiness for
local plan preparation (Gateway 1 assessment); this self-
assessment necessitates any obligation required under the SEA

1 Planning Practice Guidance - Strateqgic environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal - 11-

001-20190722
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3.6

4.0

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Regulations. Completion of the Scoping document and
consultation of that document with the consultation bodies would
satisfy this requirement at this stage.

Subject to the approval of the ‘Notice to Commence Local Plan
Preparation and the Local Plan Timetable’ and the ‘Local Plan
Scoping Consultation’, it is recommended that the SA/SEA
Scoping document is also consulted upon alongside the Local
Plan Scoping Consultation.

Options

Undertaking the SA/SEA Scoping consultation is subject to
publishing the ‘Notice of Intention to Commence and the Local
Plan Timetable’ as this sets the programme for the Local Plan
and work ahead, of which the SA/SEA process is part of.

The SA/SEA Scoping consultation is a separate process from the
Local Plan Scoping Consultation, therefore it is not essential that
they are undertaken at the same time. However, there are
benefits of undertaking both exercises at the same time, such as
saving officer time by consulting on both documents at once
rather than through separate consultations. It may also be more
beneficial to stakeholders to view and respond to both the Local
Plan scoping and SA/SEA scoping at the same time, providing a
more detailed response. It is likely that more responses will also
be made on the SA/SEA if both consultations are conducted
together.

An additional SA/SEA section has been added to the Local Plan
Scoping Consultation document which summarises the purpose
and requirement for an SA/SEA and the scoping process. It also
proposes relevant questions on what is contained within the
SA/SEA Scoping document and if further information should be
included. This could, however, be treated separately to the Local
Plan Scoping Consultation if the Council was minded to separate
the SA/SEA Scoping from the Local Plan Scoping Consultation.

The SEA Regulations require consultation bodies to be given a
minimum of five weeks to respond to consultation on the scope of
the SEA, although this period may be extended. The proposed
consultation would close before the start of the summer holidays,
when consultation responses are typically lower. Proceeding with
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4.5

5.0

5.1

5.2

6.0

6.1

the minimum statutory consultation period would both meet
regulatory requirements and support the continuation of plan-
making work during the summer holiday period.

Whilst it is recognised that the Council only has a legal
requirement to consult with the listed consultation bodies
(highlighted in paragraph 3.4), there is benefit of widening the
consultation and allowing the general public and stakeholders to
provide feedback on the SA/SEA Scoping document as well.
Local groups and individuals will have a broad understanding of
the issues faced within the district; it is therefore beneficial to
allow responses from the wider public to strengthen the scope of
the SA/SEA and ensure issues are addressed accurately.
However, there is an option to narrow the consultation to those
legally specified in the SEA Regulations, which would likely lead
to less consultation responses.

Risks

Completion of an SEA Scoping consultation is required as part of
the Gateway 1 self-assessment of readiness for local plan
preparation. Any delay to the commencement of the SA/SEA
Scoping consultation will have a knock-on impact to the overall
local plan timetable and ensuring that key milestones are met.

Due to the breadth of the issues raised within the SA/SEA
Scoping document there is a risk that responses will be received
that react to concerns that are not covered by the SA/SEA
Scoping consultation, which may generate additional work and
administrative effort. Reponses may be generated through
means such as Al, which could increase the number of responses
that are received. As well as adding further administrative time,
this also risks responses that are poorly focused.

Implications/Consultations

The SA/SEA Scoping consultation forms a key part of the
required ‘getting ready’ phase prior to Gateway 1, during which
authorities must begin early engagement and initial assessment
work.

Community Safety
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Preparation of an SA/SEA framework will help to test policies and
proposals within the emerging Local Plan which can influence
community safety through design quality, public realm, lighting, and
layout of developments to discourage crime and anti-social behaviour.

Data Protection

The SA/SEA Scoping consultation will involve the management and
processing of personal data. This will be carried out within a bespoke,
closed platform designed to manage this type of planning engagement
and will contact people and organisations that are either defined as
general or specific consultation bodies within the context of the Town
and Country Planning Regulations 2026, or have specifically opted into
notifications of such engagement via the bespoke platform. Advice will
be taken from the Information Governance and Data Protection Manager
and Data Protection Officer where required.

Equalities

The SA/SEA process helps to identify issues with inequality in the
preparation of local plan policies, which will have a benefit to equality
and be in keeping with the Public Sector Equality Duty. An Equalities
Impact Assessment will accompany the Local Plan’s development.

Environmental Sustainability

The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to sustainable
development. An SA/SEA is legally required and will evaluate the
positive and negative impacts of policy options throughout the
plan-making process on a range of topics that have implications to the
environment. This will have a positive impact to the final Local Plan in
relation to seeking environmental sustainability.

Financial

The decision to undertake consultation on an SA/SEA Scoping
document entails resource implications, including staff time in
commencing the consultation, reviewing consultation responses and
updating relevant documents. These costs are planned for within the
Council’s budget for Planning Policy work.

Health and Safety
There are no direct health and safety implications arising from this
report.

Human Resources
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There are no direct human resources implications arising from this
report.

Human Rights

The decision to undertake consultation on an SA/SEA Scoping
document does not infringe on the rights set out in the Human Rights Act
1998. The plan-making process includes statutory opportunities for
public participation, supporting rights relating to consultation and fair
process.

Legal

Issuing the SA/SEA Scoping consultation document formalises the
Council’'s compliance with the SEA Regulations, Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004, as well as meeting requirements within
the new plan-making system.

Specific Wards
All

7.0 Background papers, appendices and other relevant material

7.1 Appendix A: Sustainability Appraisal (SA) / Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) Scoping Consultation

Contact Member Councillor Vicky Glover-Ward, Executive
Member for Planning and Growth.
vicky.glover-ward@eastherts.gov.uk

Contact Officer Sara Saunders, Director for Place, Tel: 01992
531656. sara.saunders@eastherts.gov.uk

Report Author Maria Hennessy, Principal Planning Policy
Officer, Tel: 01992 531554.
maria.hennessy@eastherts.gov.uk
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1.0 Introduction and Process
1.1 Background

The purpose of this report is to provide context and determine the scope of the
Sustainability Appraisal (SA) and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) that
will be used to assess the emerging new Local Plan in East Herts.

This document will include an initial assessment of relevant plans and
programmes, current sustainability issues, baseline evidence and future trends
in particular topics. This will lead to a framework that will be used within the
SA/SEA process that will assess proposals in the new East Herts Local Plan.

1.2 East Herts Local Plan

The Council has commenced work on a new Local Plan. Once adopted this will
update the existing District Plan 2018 and set the long-term vision for the
district up to 2044. This will include specific policies for the natural, historic and
built environment and set out the overall spatial strategy across the district. The
new Local Plan will need to be consistent with national policy, including the
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) which at its core seeks to achieve
sustainable development.

1.3 Sustainability Appraisals (SA) and Strategic Environmental
Assessments (SEA)

Section 19 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires local
planning authorities to carry out an appraisal of the sustainability of the
proposals in the Local Plan. The process is a way to test and assess the way in
which the plan can contribute to achieving economic, social and environmental
sustainability, as well as identifying and mitigating any potential adverse effects
that the plan may have'. SA’s assess environmental sustainability which is a
requirement of an SEA which is described below. Therefore, this scoping
document encompasses the requirements for both an SA and SEA.

' Planning Practice Guidance - Strategic environmental assessment and sustainability appraisal -
11-001-20190722
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The new Local Plan is being prepared in accordance with the Town and Country
Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026, which includes meeting
any obligation under Part 2 and Part 3 of the Environmental Assessment of
Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as amended). Schedule 2 of these
Regulations requires assessment of the ‘likely significant effects on the
environment, including short, medium and long-term effects, permanent and
temporary effects, positive and negative effects, and secondary, cumulative and
synergistic effects, on issues'. These issues are listed in table 1.1, together with
signposting to where they are addressed within this scoping document.

Table 1.1: SEA requirements and relevant chapters within this document

Schedule 2 of SEA Regulations 2004 | SA/SEA Scoping Chapters

Biodiversity Natural environment and landscape;
Water resources and quality

Population Population, health and wellbeing;
Housing;
Economy and employment

Human health Population, health and wellbeing;
Housing

Fauna Natural environment and landscape;
Water resources and quality

Flora Natural environment and landscape;
Water resources and quality

Soil Land, soils, waste and resources;

Transport, air quality and noise;
Water resources and quality

Water Water resources and quality;
Climate change and flooding

Air Transport, air quality and noise

Climatic factors Climate change and flooding;

Water resources and quality;
Transport, air quality and noise

Material assets Land, soils, waste and resources;
Water resources and quality;
Natural environment and landscape

Cultural heritage, including Historic environment
architectural and archaeological
heritage
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Schedule 2 of SEA Regulations 2004 | SA/SEA Scoping Chapters
Landscape Natural environment and landscape

The SEA Regulations require councils to monitor the significant environmental
effects of a plan. Recommended monitoring indicators will be included at
subsequent stages of plan preparation when policies are drafted, and the likely
significant effects of the plan are more certain. The monitoring results will be
reported in the Council's Authority Monitoring Report, published yearly, after
such plan is adopted.

1.4 SA/SEA Process

Preparation of an SA/SEA is an iterative process alongside the preparation of a
local plan, as it will be used to test alternatives options and the proposals within
it. Table 1.2 below provides details of the different stages of the SA/SEA process.
This scoping document forms stage A of this process and will be consulted upon
with relevant consultation bodies.

Table 1.2: SA/SEA process

SA/SEA Stage Key deliverables

Stage A (Scoping) - e Identify other relevant policies, plans and
Setting the context and programmes, and sustainability objectives
objectives, establishing e Collect baseline information

the baseline and e Identify sustainability issues and problems
deciding on the scope e Develop the SA/SEA framework

e Consult the consultation bodies on the
scope of the SA/SEA report

Stage B - Developing e Test the Local Plan objectives against the
and refining alternatives SA/SEA framework
and assessing effects e Develop the Local Plan option including

reasonable alternatives

e Evaluate the likely effects of the Local Plan
and alternatives

e Consider ways of mitigating adverse effects
and maximising beneficial effects

e Propose measures to monitor the significant
effects of implementing the Local Plan

Stage C - Prepare the
SA/SEA report
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SA/SEA Stage Key deliverables
Stage D - Seek
representations on the

SA/SEA report from

consultation bodies and

the public

Stage E - Post adoption e Prepare and publish post-adoption
reporting and statement

monitoring e Monitor significant effects of implementing

the Local Plan
e Respond to adverse effects

1.5 Structure of the Report

Through the SA/SEA process it is required that relevant policies, plans,
programmes and sustainability objectives that have an impact on the local plan
being prepared are highlighted. A list of these relevant documents can be found
in Appendix 1 of this report. This sets out such policies, plans, programmes and
sustainability objectives from the international, national, sub-national and local
level.

The document has been split up into the following key topics:

e Population, health and wellbeing

e Housing

e Economy and employment

e Natural environment and landscape
e Climate change and flooding

e Historic environment

e Land, soils, waste and resources

e Water resources and quality

e Transport, air quality and noise

Within each topic area baseline information has been collected to highlight the
latest most up to date picture for East Herts. As the Local Plan progresses there
may be new evidence documents that emerge which are relevant to the SA/SEA
process, these will be used to update the SA/SEA at relevant stages.

Alongside the baseline information and through evaluation of relevant plans and
programmes future trends have been identified for each topic. A narrative has
been provided on the impact that these trends will have on the East Herts area
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in the absence of a new local plan and what sustainability issues and problems
will need to be addressed through the formation of future policies.

Lastly, SA/SEA objectives have been identified for each topic area, which have
informed a framework that will be used to assess policies, options and proposals
through the local plan process. These will be used to assess the likely significant
effects that such proposals may have on the plan and/or area and will support
the decision making process.
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2.0 Population, Health and Wellbeing

2.1 Baseline and local context

East Herts is a great place to live, and the vibrant communities are a testament
to that. People here are healthy and happy, and the district is renowned for its
outstanding educational and leisure facilities, making it a desirable place for
individuals and families seeking a high quality of life.

The below sections present the current situation in East Herts, looking at overall
population and future trends for the district, and specific characteristics of the
district's population, such as age, sex, ethnicity, identity and health.

2.1.1 Population Size and Future Trends

East Herts has a growing population, estimated at 156,875 people (2024). The
population grew by 5.94% between 2018 and 2024, and is projected to increase
by 4.65% by 2033. The population growth seen in East Herts is higher than the
percentage increase in Hertfordshire and in England between the years of 2018
and 2024.

Figure 2.1: Population estimate by year in East Herts
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Source: ONS, 2026

Just over half of the population in East Herts are female (51.3%), with males
making up 48.7%. Age and sex are presented in the population pyramid in Figure
2.2. The median age in East Herts is 42. The percentage of East Herts' population
that is aged 0 to 15 is 19.2%. Working age population in East Herts (16 to 64) is
61.9% - this is similar to the national average.

Page 68



Figure 2.2: Population pyramid showing the age and sex of East Herts population
East Herts Population by Age and Sex (%)
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There is a growing ageing population in the district, in line with the national
trend. Between 2011 and 2024, the percentage of population aged 65+ has
increased from 15.4% to 18.9%. It is projected that a quarter of the district's
population will be 65+ by 2043.

2.1.2 Ethnicity

Data from the 2021 census shows that 92.3% of people in East Herts identify
their ethnic group as ‘White'. This is the predominant group in the district,
followed by 2.8% of people identifying their ethnic group as ‘Mixed or Multiple
Ethnic Groups'. In comparison, 81% of people in England and 81.8% of people in
Hertfordshire identify their ethnic group as ‘White'.

Figure 2.3: Pie chart showing the population in East Herts by ethnic group (%)
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2.1.3 Religion and Belief

Of those with a religious faith in East Herts, the largest group is Christian (49.1%),
followed by Muslim (1.2%), and Hindu (0.6%), reflecting national trends. 41.8% of
people in East Herts follow no religion.

2.1.4 Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity

According to the 2021 census, 91.4% of people in East Herts identify as ‘Straight
or Heterosexual’ and 2.3% identify as LGB+ (‘Lesbian or Gay’, ‘Bisexual’ or ‘Other
sexual orientation’). The percentage of those who identify as LGB+ in the district
is lower than across England and Wales, but similar to the statistics for
Hertfordshire. 6.3% of people in East Herts chose not to answer this census
qguestion.

It is estimated that in the district, 0.25% of the population identify as trans
(including ‘Trans woman’, Trans man’, ‘Non-binary’, and ‘All other gender
identities’). Just under 5% of people chose not to answer this census question.

2.1.5 Pregnancy and Fertility

The total fertility rate (TFR) in England and Wales in 2024 was 1.41 children per
woman. This is the lowest value on record for the third year in a row. The TFR in
East Herts was 1.53 children per woman - higher than the national rate and the
Hertfordshire rate. Over time, the rate in East Herts is decreasing which reflects
the national trend of falling fertility rates.

2.1.6 Disability

In the 2021 census, 78.9% of people in East Herts reported that they were ‘not
disabled under the Equality Act’ and had ‘no long-term physical or mental health
conditions’. 13% (20,462) of East Herts residents were disabled (under the
Equality Act). This percentage is similar to the number of disabled residents in
the county (13.92%).

2.1.7 Health

The following subsection looks at indicators of physical and mental health in the
East Herts population, compared with regional and national averages. Health is
influenced by social determinants and environmental conditions, alongside
genetic factors. For example, access to green spaces, air quality and pollution,
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commuting distance, social isolation, levels of deprivation, and poverty all have
impacts on a person’s health and life expectancy. Therefore, many of the areas
discussed below link to and are influenced by the indicators discussed
throughout this scoping document.

In East Herts, life expectancy at birth for men is 82 years and for women is 85.6
years, both above the national average for England and the county average for
Hertfordshire.

82.0 years males 85.6 years females

Life expectancy differs depending on the area of the district a person lives.
Looking at wards in East Herts, Ware Christchurch has the lowest life expectancy
at birth for males (76.9) and Ware Chadwell has the lowest for females (77.8).

Healthy life expectancy, which is the number of years people can expect to live
in ‘good’ general health, has been decreasing. In East Herts, the healthy life
expectancy for females is 69.8 years and for males is 68.6 years. This is longer
than the Hertfordshire averages and national averages.

In 2024, the mortality rate for under 75s from all causes of death was 226 per
100,000 people in East Herts. This is lower than the rate for England (329.4 per
100,000) and puts East Herts above the 75" percentile for the country. Over
recent years, there has been no significant change in mortality rates for the
district. The mortality rate for those under 75 from causes considered
preventable was 94.6 per 100,000 people, which is lower than rates in the region
and nationally.

Smoking prevalence in East Herts (in adults aged 18 and over) was 7.6% in 2024.
This is lower than prevalence in Hertfordshire (8.0%) and England (10.4%).

Disease

In the district in 2024, 20.1% of adults were obese - this is lower than the average
in England. Between 2015/16 and 2023/24, adult obesity prevalence has
increased by 1.3% in East Herts.
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Of children at Year 6 age (10 to 11 years old) living in East Herts, obesity
prevalence was 14.8%, and healthy weight prevalence was 71.4%. The
proportion of children at a healthy weight is higher in East Herts than the
national average of 63.2%.

Mortality rates related to cardiovascular disease in East Herts have been
decreasing in recent years - a positive trend. Many other disease related
mortality rates in the district have not shown a significant change over time.

Asthma prevalence (in those aged 6 and over) in the district is 6.9% and has
been increasing over the past five years, reflecting national trends. It is slightly
more common in East Herts than Hertfordshire (6.1%) and England as a whole
(6.6%).

The percentage of East Herts' residents reporting long term musculoskeletal
problem is 14.3% which is lower than the percentages for Hertfordshire (16.5%)
and England (17.9%).

Physical activity

In East Herts, 71% of adults (aged 19+) are physically active - this is higher than
the percentage of physically active adults in the county (70.1%) and across
England (67.4%). Whilst most adults in East Herts are active, 14.6% are physically
inactive, which means they do less than 30 minutes of moderate intensity
physical activity per week.

86.4% of adults in East Herts walk or cycle at least once a month - the second
highest in the Hertfordshire and higher than the county average. 78.9% of adults
in East Herts walk or cycle at least once a week.

Of children and young people (aged 5 to 16 years old) in East Herts, 55.6% are
physically active, which is again higher than the percentage for the county
(52.1%) and the country (49.1%).

Wellbeing and Mental Health

In the Annual Population Survey, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) asks
people to rate their well-being through four measures: life satisfaction, feeling
things in life are worthwhile, happiness, and anxiety. The most recent results of
this survey (2022/23) are shown in Table 2.1. Overall, the data for East Herts is
similar to the regional and national averages.
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Table 2.1: Self-reported wellbeing?

Indicator East Herts | East of England | England
Anxiety 3.6 3.2 3.2

0 - ‘not anxious at all’

10 - ‘completely anxious’
Feeling life is worthwhile 7.8 7.8 7.7
0 - 'not at all worthwhile’

10 - ‘completely worthwhile’
Happiness 7.2 7.4 7.4
0 - 'not at all happy’

10 - ‘completely happy’
Life Satisfaction 7.5 7.5 7.4
0 - 'not at all satisfied’

10 - ‘completely satisfied’

Of those who took part in the self-reported wellbeing survey in East Herts, 32.4%
had high levels of anxiety. This is a larger percentage than in Hertfordshire
(24.0%) and nationally (23.3%) and puts East Herts in the lower percentile.

3.2% of East Herts residents who took part had a low happiness score. This is
lower than the percentage for England (8.9%), showing less people in East Herts
scored themselves as ‘not at all happy’ compared to national averages.

Health Facilities

Health care in the district is provided by the NHS Central East Integrated Care
Board (ICB) (formerly known as the Herts and West Essex ICB3). There are 12 GP
practises that operate in East Herts* and a range of pharmacies across the
district. There is one NHS hospital: Hertford County Hospital which is located in
Hertford and provides a range of outpatient services. There is a minor injuries
unit in Bishop's Stortford as part of Herts and Essex Community Hospital. The
Council runs the East Herts Healthy Hub to provide residents with information
and advice around general health and wellbeing.

2 Data from Annual Population Survey, ONS
3 Herts and West Essex Integrated Care System - new boundary as of 15t April 2026
4 Hertfordshire and West Essex Integrated Care System - GP Practices
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2.1.9 Indices of Deprivation

The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) ranks lower layer super output areas
(LSOAs>) by seven categories: income, employment, education and skills, health
and disability, crime, barriers to housing and services, and living environment.
The overall IMD for East Herts puts the district as less deprived than 93% of local
authority districts in England. The ranking of each index can be seen in Figure
2.4 below.

Figure 2.41: Index of multiple deprivation for East Herts, split by the 7 categories
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Source: MHCLG, 2025

Looking at the LSOAs within East Herts, there are some areas that experience
more deprivation than others. The map below shows the range across the
district.

East Herts is split into 89 LSOAs. The area west of Hertford (referred to as East
Hertfordshire 015A) is the most deprived in the district, according to the IMD.
This is due to scoring high levels of deprivation in terms of employment,
education and skills, and income.

Area East Hertfordshire 003A, in the west of Bishop's Stortford, is the least
deprived LSOA in the district - it is less deprived than 99% of areas in England.

> Small statistical areas with an average population of approximately 1,600 residents.
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The whole district ranks at the 215 least deprived out of 296 local authority
districts. In 2019, East Herts was the 10th least deprived out of 317 districts. As
population and boundaries have changed, it is challenging to compare the
previous index with the 2025 release.

Figure 4.52: Map of East Herts showing level of deprivation by LSOA
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Source: MHCLG, 2025

2.1.10 Crime

As of September 2025, the crime rate in East Herts was lower than the average
rate across similar areas, and the average rate across Hertfordshire. The crime

13
Page 75



rate is calculated by looking at the number of crimes recorded in 12 months per
1,000 residents. For East Herts, this figure is 53.1 per 1,000 people (2025/26).

Figure 2.63: Bar chart showing recorded crime in Hertfordshire in 2025/26
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The most common type of crime in East Herts is violence and sexual offences
(46.1%), followed by theft (8.8%). The pie chart below shows the percentages of
recorded crime in the district in 2025/26 (this does not include anti-social

behaviour which is recorded separately).

Figure 2.74: Pie chart showing the types of crime recorded in East Herts between Feb

2025 and Jan 2026
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2.1.11 Education

In East Herts, there are over 80 schools providing high quality education.
Hertford Regional College offers further education opportunities from their
Ware campus. Schools in Hertfordshire exceed the national average for Ofsted
rating - 91.1% of the county's schools are rated as ‘good’ or ‘outstanding’
compared to 90.4% of schools across England.

There is a gender attainment gap in the district where girls in East Herts
performed better than boys in their Early Years assessment by 14.0% in 2025.

Pupils not taking Free School Meals in East Herts performed better in their Early
Years assessment than those taking Free School Meals by 36.0% in 2025.

As presented in the chart below, people in East Herts have attained higher level
qualifications compared to the averages in the region and nationally.

Figure 2.85: Qualification levels (Regulated Qualifications Framework) in East Herts,
compared with East of England, and Great Britain
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2.1.8 Access to open spaces and community facilities

East Herts has a diverse and valuable range of open spaces, offering ecological
and recreational benefits. The main settlements and villages benefit from
playing fields, pitches, outdoor sports facilities, accessible green and blue
infrastructure, play areas and provisions for children, parks, gardens, and
amenity greenspace. Chapter 5 of this document lists the environmental assets
in the district in more detail.
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There are around 1,694 hectares of public open space in the district. This figure
includes formal open spaces, such as allotments, amenity greenspaces, parks
and gardens, provision for children, and natural and semi-natural greenspace.
This equates to around 10.7 hectares per 1,000 residents, which is above the
recommended minimum of 3.2 hectares per 1,000 residents®. Figure 2.9 shows
the existing greenspaces in the district.

East Herts has a selection of village and community halls that serve as vital hubs
for social, cultural, and recreational activities. These facilities provide important
spaces for many communities across the rural district. There are five libraries in
East Herts - one in each of the main settlements.

Figure 2.9: Greenspaces and local services in East Herts
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2.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

Population in East Herts is expected to continue to grow - estimated to be
177,039 people by 2047 (2022 projections). A growing population brings
increasing pressures to communities, through the needs for housing, services
and infrastructure. It is important to plan appropriately for not only population
increase, but the changes of the needs arising from the population, a local plan
will help to ensure sustainable growth is delivered.

There is a growing ageing population in the district which will need to be
supported through specialist, accessible and adaptable housing, alongside
innovative design to encourage accessible public realm and transport routes.
Without a plan-led approach, the appropriate amount of accessible housing
related to need and future projections may not be provided. This will limit
independence and increase isolation for older people, and put more pressure
on health and care services in the area.

Whilst deprivation in the district is low compared to national levels, there are still
some inequalities between different areas across East Herts. These different
levels can impact health, life expectancy and quality of life for residents. Without
a plan-led approach, inequalities are likely to increase. Strategic policies can
support areas such as sufficient employment and education opportunities and
improvements to accessibility and affordable housing in the district.

The category of deprivation that is under most stress across East Herts is ‘access
to housing and services'. A Local Plan will be able to plan for a range of new
housing and services in appropriate locations to increase supply. This will
improve residents’ access to sufficient housing.

Healthy life expectancy has been decreasing over time meaning people may
experience bad health in later years of their lives. This puts pressure on health
and care services. By integrating health into strategic policies based on evidence,
environmental determinants of poor health, such as air pollution and lack of
access to open spaces, can be tackled. A plan-led approach will ensure valuable
existing open spaces can be protected, and suitable routes to access open
spaces are provided to support the mental and physical wellbeing of East Herts
residents. As well as the potential to create and improve greenspaces.

Physical activity rates in the district are higher than national averages. However,
there are 14.6% of adults in East Herts who are inactive, and obesity rates have
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increased in recent years. It is important to encourage accessible and inclusive
active travel and exercise to continue good rates of physical activity across
different demographics in the district. Strategic policies can ensure active travel
routes are planned when development is brought forward to connect the district
through healthy modes of transport, such as walking, wheeling and cycling.

The majority of crimes recorded in East Herts were categorised as ‘violence and
sexual offenses’. Although, crime in East Herts is lower than in surrounding
areas, it is important to ensure public spaces and travel routes feel safe to the
general public. Design and policy can be used to create safer spaces and prevent
potential future increase in crime. Reduced crime and reduced fear of crime will
positively impact wellbeing and encourage more active travel across the district,
linking together many of these issues.

2.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to
population, health and wellbeing include:

e The pressure of a growing population on demand for housing, services,
and infrastructure to be provided in the district.

e The pressure on specialist housing supply and health and care services
due to the ageing population. Lack of accessible and adaptable housing
will limit independence for older people and cost health and care services
in the district more.

e Inequalities across the district and pockets of deprivation, impacting life
expectancy, health, opportunities and prosperity.

e Rising obesity levels increasing health issues and adding pressure to
health services.

2.4 Identifying the SA/SEA framework

Table 2.2 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for the population, health
and wellbeing needs within the district. The decision-making questions can be
used when appraising emerging policies within the new local plan.
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Table 1.2: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘Population, Health and Wellbeing’

SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

To support the
needs of the whole
population, through
creating inclusive
and active
environments,
whilst reducing
health inequalities
and improving
overall health
outcomes

e Are housing, services and infrastructure being
provided create/ support sustainable communities?

e |Isdemand for specialist accommodation being met?

e Are proposals providing adaptable and accessible
housing, services and/ or infrastructure?

e Does the proposal aim to improve the measures/
indices of deprivation?

e Are those with protected characteristics being
supported by this proposal?

e Is the accessibility of health and social infrastructure
be improved?

e |s active travel encouraged through accessible
routes and green infrastructure?

e Is access to open spaces and leisure facilities
provided/ improved?
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3.0 Housing

3.1 Baseline and Local Context
3.1.1 Housing Stock and Mix

The Government's latest estimate for dwelling stock in East Herts is 67,719
dwellings (Live Table 1257, 2024). Of these, only 28 dwellings are owned by the
Local Authority. 86.6% of the housing stock in East Herts are privately owned
dwellings compared to 83.3% for England as a whole (Live Table 100, 2024).

The 2018 District Plan allocated a minimum of 18,458 new houses over the plan
period of 2011 to 2033. Since 2011, 10,299 net houses have been completed.
The table below shows the annual net housing completions over the past five
years in the district.

Table 2.1: Net housing completions in East Herts by year (April - March)

Year Net Completions
2020/21 805

2021/22 872

2022/23 887

2023/24 1388

2024/25 778

Of the dwellings completed between April 2024 and March 2025, 77.5% were
houses, 19.5% were flats, apartments, or maisonettes, bungalows made up
1.2%, and mobile, temporary and dwelling equivalents made up 1.7%.

23% of dwellings completed in 2024/25 were built on previously developed land
(PDL). There has been a decrease in the percentage of residential completions
built on PDL in the district since 2017/18.

The Government's standard method for calculating housing need was revised in
December 20248, Under the new method East Herts’ housing need is 1223
dwellings per year (using the affordability ratio published in 2026).

7 All MHCLG Live Tables on Dwelling Stock
8 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-and-economic-development-needs-assessments
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3.1.2 Housing Market

In January 2026, the average house price in East Herts was £460,671°. This is
similar to the average house price in Hertfordshire (£466,972) and higher than
the average for the region East of England (£336,455) and the country
(£290,437).

Over the past 10 years (January 2016 to January 2026), the average house price
in East Herts has increased by 28.8%. This is a higher percentage increase than
in Hertfordshire (23.6%) but lower than the increase for the region (31%) and the
country (38.2%).

The affordability ratio for East Herts is 10.66'°, in line with the ratio for
Hertfordshire (10.64). This means median house prices in the district are 10
times the average gross annual earnings of East Herts residents. The
affordability ratio for the whole country is lower at 7.63.

3.1.3 Affordable Housing

There are an estimated 9,055 affordable dwellings in East Herts (2024). The 2018
District Plan required 35% of housing delivered on sites proposing 11 to 14
dwellings to be affordable, and 40% on sites proposing 15 or more dwellings
(Policy HOU3). Of the dwellings completed between April 2024 and March 2025,
32.7% were affordable tenures (this is a total percentage on all sized sites,
including windfall and smaller sites which Policy HOU3 may not have applied to).

At the end of December 2025, there were 2,613 live applications on East Herts
housing register'’. 61% of those on the register live in East Herts. 27% are
currently in a social housing tenancy in the district and are seeking a transfer.
The greatest demand is for smaller properties - over half (52%) of households
on the register require a 1-bed property.

3.1.4 Occupancy Rates

Houses in Multiple Occupation (HMOs) are defined in Section 254 of the Housing
Act 2004, as a house or flat let to three or more tenants, who form two or more

% https://landregistry.data.gov.uk/app/ukhpi/?lang=en
Ohttps://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/datasets/ratioofhousepricet
oworkplacebasedearningslowerquartileandmedian

' East Herts Quarterly Housing Monitor report (October - December 2025), available at:
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/housing/housing-policies-and-strategies
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households, and who share a kitchen, bathroom or toilet. In East Herts,
landlords currently need an HMO licence in most cases if a property has five or
more occupants forming more than one household.

According to a 2017 study, 843 houses were in multiple occupations (HMO) in
the district, of which 168 were licensable under the 2018 definition'%. As of
March 2026, there are 80 licensed HMOs on the East Herts Public Register's.

The percentage of houses that were recorded as overcrowded in East Herts in
the 2021 census was 2.5%. This is a lower percentage than for England (4.4%).
East Herts, however, has a higher proportion of under-occupied houses (more
bedrooms than required) than the percentage for the country: 72.9% of housing
stock in the district and 68.8% of England’s housing stock are under-occupied.

3.1.5 Vacancy Rates

As of October 2025, it is estimated that there are 1,493 vacant homes in East
Herts (MHCLG, Live Table 615). Data on vacant homes in the district over the
past 15 years can be seen in the graph below.

Figure 3.1: Graph showing the estimated number of vacant dwellings in East Herts
annually between 2010 and 2025
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Source: MHCLG, Live Table 615, 2026

12 https://www.gov.uk/private-renting/houses-in-multiple-occupation;
https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/hmo

13 https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/hmo-
licencing#:~:.text=Landlords%20need%20an%20HM0O%20licence,or%20change%20your%20licenc
e%20online:
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3.1.6 Housing Quality and Efficiency

Quality of housing has a significant impact on human health and wellbeing, as
well as on the environment. Unsuitable living conditions, such as homes that are
cold, damp, overcrowded or unsafe, can impact residents’ quality of life and
mental and physical health',

According to research undertaken by the Building Research Establishment in
2017, 15% of privately owned homes and 14% of privately rented homes in East
Herts contained a hazard deemed to be category one (the most serious) under
the Housing Health and Safety Rating System (HHSRS)'.

Additionally, the energy and water efficiency of housing have implications for the
environment and the climate crisis. Energy performance certificates (EPCs) rate
how energy efficient a building is on a scale of A (most efficient) to G (least
efficient). A property with a higher efficiency rating will emit less CO2 and be less
expensive to heat and light. The below graph shows an increase in the
percentage of energy efficient homes (rated A, B and C) in the district over the
past five years.

Figure 3.26: EPC ratings in East Herts, 2021 to 2025
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Source: MHCLG Live Table on Energy Performance of Building Certificates, 2026

4 The Hertfordshire Healthy and Safe Places Framework discusses housing insecurity and poor-
quality housing as determinants of health. This framework is available at:
https://hertshealthyplacemaking-hertscc.hub.arcgis.com/

15 https://www.eastherts.gov.uk/housing/poor-conditions-private-rented-housing/housing-
health-safety-rating-system
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Furthermore, the efficiency and quality of housing have economic costs and can
push people into fuel poverty. Fuel poverty is driven by a combination of low
income, high fuel costs, and poor energy efficiency. A household is considered
fuel poor if they live in a property with an EPC rating of D or below, and they
spend more than 10% (or a reasonable amount) of their income on heating their
home to a comfortable level. In East Herts, 7.8% of households are considered to
be fuel poor'®. This is lower than the percentage for Hertfordshire (8.1%) and
England (11.4%). The area with the highest proportion of fuel poor households in
the district is LSOA 019D which is in the ward The Mundens (14.9%).

3.1.7 Self and Custom Build Housing

The Council keeps a Self and Custom Build Register to understand the level of
demand for self or custom build housing in the district. As of March 2026, there
were 61 individuals on part 1 and 27 individuals on part 2 of East Herts Self and
Custom Build Register. In 2025, East Herts granted permission for 32 self or
custom build dwellings.

3.1.8 Specialist and Older Persons Accommodation

Specialist housing can provide accommodation for older people and people with
specific needs or vulnerabilities. There is a wide range of different types of
specialist housing, including care and nursing homes, sheltered housing,
supported living, lodging for care leavers, and student accommodation.

Older persons housing is monitored in the district by measuring completions
that fall under the C2 Use Class in the Use Class Order, which includes
residential care homes and nursing homes. East Herts has already achieved the
530-bed spaces target (set in the 2018 District Plan under policy HOU6), with a
total of 1,153 bedrooms for older people delivered between April 2011 and
March 2025.

There is growing demand for different types of accommodation for older people,
which range in levels of support. Another result of the ageing population is that
dementia is becoming more common. Dementia friendly design and housing
can support the health and wellbeing of people living with the syndrome.

16 Sub-regional fuel poverty data 2025 (2023 data): https://www.data.gov.uk/dataset/f3009590-
2bc9-40d9-8dc3-571e6fddaed5/fuel_poverty sub-regional_statistics
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The district does not have any universities or further educational facilities that
require student accommodation, therefore there is none of this type of
accommodation in the district.

3.1.9 Accessible Housing

There are existing discrepancies between supply and need of accessible,
adaptable and wheelchair user housing, especially between local authorities
across the country. The ageing population in the district will increase the
number of people with mobility problems, meaning the need for accessible,
adaptable, and wheelchair user dwellings is likely to increase, adding further
pressure to supply.

The two standards for accessible housing design, M4(2)'” and M4(3)'8, can be
integrated into Local Plan policies to influence the accessibility of new housing.

3.1.10 Homelessness

Between 1° January and 315t December 2025, 1,827 households approached
East Herts' homelessness service for advice and assistance. 553 households over
the year were assessed as owed a duty - 270 were threatened with
homelessness and owed the prevention duty and 283 were homeless and owed
the relief duty'®.

The homelessness rate in East Herts in 2024/25 was 0.8 out of 1000 households
were in temporary accommodation and 9.4 per 1000 households were owed a
duty under the Homelessness Reduction Act. Both these rates are lower than
the value for England and put the district in the 75" percentile compared to
other local authority areas.

Looking at data since 2018, homelessness rates in the district have increased,
with a decrease in 2020/21 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This is in line with
national trends, which have been influenced by global and national economic
pressures.

7 Accessible and adaptable homes.

'8 Wheelchair user dwellings.

9 The Homelessness Reduction Act (2017) introduced two legal duties for councils. The
prevention duty means councils must take reasonable steps to stop someone from losing their
home within 56 days. The relief duty means councils must help someone who is already
homeless to secure suitable accommodation. https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homelessness-code-
of-guidance-for-local-authorities/overview-of-the-homelessness-legislation
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3.1.11 Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople

In relation to Gypsies and Travellers, the Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation
Need Assessment (GTANA), published in 2022, identified a need for 52 pitches to
be delivered between 2022 and 20372, Since 2022, East Herts Council has
granted permission for 14 new pitches (net). In addition to these permissions,
factors such as out-migration, have meant the remaining outstanding need is 33
pitches, with 18 pitches required to come forward in the first five years (2022 -
2027). Permissions for 15 pitches have also been granted as part of the major
strategic development of the Gilston area?’.

In relation to Travelling Showpeople, there is one travelling showperson site
within the district, Rye House, which suffers from overcrowding. The GTANA
identified that 27 plots are required in the district to 2037. Additional plots have
been granted as part of villages 1-6 as part of the major strategic development
of the Gilston area (3/19/1045/0UT).

3.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

Speculative development is likely to come forward in the district. Without a plan-
led approach to development, it is likely the Council will have less impact over
the sustainability and appropriateness of these developments. The Council will
have less influence over the services and infrastructure that is delivered
alongside speculative housing developments or the financial contributions made
by developers to support appropriate local facilities. Without a Local Plan the
Council would also have a weaker position on requiring proportions of specific
housing types to meet local need, such as affordable housing or specialist
housing for older people.

A plan-led approach can ensure sufficient housing to meet growing demands
and the government's targets are allocated. It will also ensure required housing
is located in suitable locations and development is delivered sustainably to
support new and existing communities. This approach can also ensure housing
for the ageing population is provided. Housing for older people can range in

20 https://cdn-eastherts.onwebcurl.com/s3fs-public/2022-
08/East%20Herts%20GTANA%20Final%20Accessible%20Report%20(2).pdf

217 pitches granted at Villages 1-6 (3/19/1045/0UT); 8 pitches granted at Village 7
(3/19/2124/0UT).
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levels of support, including adaptable and accessible housing to improve
independence for older people, reducing pressure on health and care services.

Residential development on previously developed land (PDL) has decreased over
recent years, meaning there has been more development on greenfield land.
Without a plan-led approach, it is likely this will continue, whereas strategic
policies and site allocations can support the identification of appropriate
development on PDL.

The Self and Custom Build Register held by the Council shows an increasing
demand for this type of housing. Strategic policies can be used to ensure self
and custom build plots are allocated and provided to meet this demand,
including on appropriate larger development sites.

House prices in East Herts are high compared to national averages and
increasing reflecting the national trends. Alongside other influences, housing
stock supply and demand impact house prices. By increasing housing supply, as
required by the government, affordability of housing can be supported/
improved. Strategic policies can be adopted to require a percentage of
affordable housing to be delivered on major development sites. A plan-led
approach can also ensure affordable housing is located in appropriate locations
to meet local demand and is supported by the correct infrastructure and
services.

Homelessness rates are increasing nationally, including in the district. Increasing
and allocating affordable housing in appropriate sustainable locations via a plan-
led approach, can help to alleviate this issue by making more affordable options
available.

Housing quality and efficiency have significant economic, environmental and
social impacts. A plan-led approach to housing can help to ensure dwellings are
built to higher energy and water efficiency standards, as well as promoting
renewable energy systems, such as solar panels and heat pumps. This will
reduce emissions and support residents where energy prices are rising.

A plan-led approach can also ensure masterplanning and high design standards
are required when developing residential sites. This will have many benefits on
the sustainability of new and existing communities, for example design can
create dementia friendly housing and public spaces to support the ageing
population.

27
Page 89



3.3 Local Sustainability Issues and Problems
The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to

housing in East Herts include:

e Meeting the Government’s requirements for housing numbers in a

sustainable way

o Delivering appropriate housing for specific groups within the community,

such as an ageing population and the Gypsy and Traveller community

e Providing for a sufficient amount of affordable homes, including the

different options of available products

e Improving the quality and efficiency of existing and future dwellings to
have positive environmental impacts
e Meeting local demand for self and custom build houses

3.4 Identifying the SA/SEA Framework
Table 3.2 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for the housing within the
district. The decision-making questions can be used when appraising emerging

policies within the new local plan.

Table 3.2: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for Housing

SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

To provide high
quality and efficient
housing to meet the
needs within the
district, including
affordable housing
and the needs of
specific groups

Does the proposal provide housing that has a high
EPC rating?

Does the proposal include renewable energy
systems to power or heat the home?

Does the proposal include enhanced water
efficiency or energy standards?

Does the proposal provide a mix of housing and
tenures to meet local need?

Does the proposal support local need for specialist
housing?

Are dwellings being built to accessible and/or
adaptable standards?

Are any self or custom build plots being provided on
site?

Is there a suitable proportion of affordable housing
provided?
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SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

e Does the proposal support the timely delivery of

housing to meet government requirements and
sufficiently increase supply?
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4.0 Economy and Employment

4.1 Baseline and local context
4.1.1 Functional Economic Market Area (FEMA)

East Herts is surrounded by the larger centres of Hatfield, Welwyn Garden City,
Stevenage, Letchworth and Baldock, located along the A1(M) corridor. To the
south and east there are the urban areas of Hoddesdon, Cheshunt and Harlow.
Due to the relationship of these areas they all have economic draws from East
Herts.

The latest Functional Economic Market Area (FEMA) study from 2015 found that
East Herts fell within the West Essex FEMA, this includes Uttlesford, Harlow and
Epping Forest in Essex as well as Broxbourne in Hertfordshire. The FEMA is
illustrated in figure 4.1 below, this also shows the FEMA fringe which includes
neighbouring authorities which have a relationship with the FEMA.

Figure 4.1: Functional Economic Market Area
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4.1.2 Employment and wages

There are 33 different employment areas in the district, the majority of these
areas can be found around the urban areas of Buntingford, Bishop’s Stortford,
Hertford and Ware.

The Office for National Statistics (ONS)?2 found in 2024 that of those who are
economically active within the district 84% are within employment, this is higher
than the East (78.6%) and Great Britain (75.6%). Gross weekly pay by place of
residence (pay of those living within the district) was well above the national and
regional average at £960.60 compared to £804.90 (eastern region) and £766.60
(Great Britain). Comparatively gross weekly earnings by place of work (those
working in the district) was less at an average of £843,70. This shows that higher
salaries can be found outside of the district than within.

In terms of occupation 67.6% of workers fell into group 1-3 of the standard
occupational classification, this includes managers, directors, senior officials and
professionals; 12.5% were in groups 4-5 which include administrative and
secretarial occupations and skilled traders; 11.4% included caring, leisure and
other service occupations, as well as sales and customer service operatives; and
8.5% were groups 8-9 which include process plant and machine operatives and
elementary occupations.

There are a range of industries in East Herts, the ONS found in 2024 that the
largest industries by number of employee jobs included wholesale and retail
trade and repair of motor vehicles, as well as administrative and support service
activities. Both of these industries accounted for 14.3% each of employee jobs in
the district overall.

East Herts is a rural district and therefore has a range of rural businesses and
industries within it. Some of these are small in scale and are not allocated within
the District Plan, however, provide local jobs for communities in rural areas.
These are therefore valuable for localised movement patterns.

As identified by the FEMA there is an economic draw from neighbouring
authorities. Additionally, Stansted Airport, is a major centre of employment that
lies just outside the district boundary to the north east of Bishop's Stortford and
falls within the Uttlesford district. From approved and submitted plans there is

22 Office for National Statistics - Labour and Market Profile East Hertfordshire 2024
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an ambition from the airport to increase passenger numbers up to 51 million
passengers per year by 2040, if approved this will likely increase employment
opportunities in the district.

4.1.3 Retail and town centres

Retail and leisure facilities, along with education and healthcare services also

provide valuable sources of employment. Businesses located in or with good

connections to a town centre for example can help to support these uses and
can benefit from shared resources and good public transport connectivity.

Within East Herts there are five town centres within the district that support a
range of retail as well as a mix of uses such as leisure and office spaces. There
are also a number of local centres and parades throughout the district
supporting more localised shopping patterns. A list of the existing retail
hierarchy from the District Plan can be found in table 4.1 below.

Table 4.1: Retail Hierarchy in adopted District Plan 2018

Retail Hierarchy Location
Principal Town Centre e Bishop's Stortford
Secondary Town Centre e Hertford
Minor Town Centre e Buntingford
e Sawbridgeworth
o Ware
District Centre e The Thorley Centre, Bishop's Stortford
Neighbourhood Centre e Bishop's Park, Bishop’s Stortford

e Bishop's Stortford North

e Birchall Garden Suburb, East of Welwyn
Garden City

e Gresley Park, East of Stevenage

e North and East of Ware

e The Gilston Area Whittington Way at Bishop's
Stortford South

Local Parade: Bishop's e Hockerill

Stortford e Havers Parade
e Snowley Parade

Local Parade: Hertford e Fleming Crescent, Sele Farm
e The Avenue

Local Parade: Ware e The Green, Kingshill

e Cromwell Road
o King George Road
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Retail Hierarchy Location
Local Parade: Villages e Puckeridge
e Standon
e Stanstead Abbotts and St Margarets Watton-
at-Stone

4.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

Due to the need for housing there is a pressure on existing employment land to
be redeveloped for housing. Such land is previously developed and therefore
sought after for housing. These areas of land are however valuable to support
local employment opportunities which have added benefits of being accessible
to the local communities and reduce the need to travel further distance for
work, which has added personal and environmental benefits. A new local plan
can steer development away from these employment areas and provide further
protection for them.

There is a strong link to key employers outside of the district such as Stansted
Airport, which has a particular draw for residents within Bishop's Stortford. The
plans to increase passenger numbers will likely increase job prospects for
residents within East Herts, it is therefore important to ensure the airport is
accessible through appropriate means such as sustainable travel.

Town centres are valuable to the area as they can help to support local
businesses and provide hubs for connectivity and employment, in sustainability
terms this helps to reduce the need to travel further distances for employment
which have added benefits. It is important to maintain the vitality and viability of
town centres by providing a mix of uses, ensuring they remain accessible to all
and keep visitor numbers up. A local plan can help to achieve this through
seeking regeneration opportunities and cross location of uses such as
residential on upper floors and retail or community uses on the ground floors.

4.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to

the economy and employment include:

e Supporting residents within the district to access a range of local
employment opportunities sustainably, as well as access to other
employment opportunities such as Stansted Airport.
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e Protecting existing employment sites and where appropriate creation of new
employment sites to support existing and emerging employment industries
within the area.

e Protecting and enhancing the vitality and viability of town centres as mixed
use hubs, as well as local centres and parades.

4.4 ldentifying the SA/SEA framework

Table 4.2 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for economy and
employment within the district. The decision making questions can be used
when appraising emerging policies within the new local plan.

Table 4.2: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘Economy and employment’

SA/SEA Objectives | Decision making questions

To support a strong | e Will the proposal support the local economy

and diverse through diversification and new opportunities?
economy that e Will the proposal support new local employment
provides accessible opportunities?

employment e Does the proposal support resilience to the
opportunities for all economy, such as improved employment spaces

and improved access to existing employment
opportunities?

e Does the proposal support the viability and vitality
of town centres, local centres and local parades?
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5.0 Natural Environment and Landscape

5.1 Baseline and local context

A number of areas in East Herts are specifically designated either nationally or
locally for their contribution to habitats, biodiversity and geological features.
These are important features to ensure wildlife and biodiversity thrive, whilst
protecting key natural features within the district. Designated ecological assets
include:

e Special Protection Areas (SPA)

e Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

e Ramsar Sites

o Sites of Special Scientific Areas (SSSIs)
e Priority Habitats

e Irreplaceable Habitats

e National Nature Reserves

e Local Wildlife Sites

e Local Nature Reserves

5.1.1 Special Area of Conservation (SAC)

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC's) are areas designated to protect particular
habitats, plants and species, these areas are designated under the Conservation
of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). Within East Herts the
Wormley-Hoddesdonpark Woods SAC is designated for its representation of
Sub-Atlantic and medio-European oak or oak-hornbeam forests.

5.1.2 Special Protection Area (SPA)

Special Protection Areas (SPA’s) are internationally designated areas, that have
been identified as areas of international importance for breeding, feeding,
wintering and the migration of rare and vulnerable migratory bird species under
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended). Four
areas within the district are classified under the Lee Valley SPA, this includes Rye
Meads and Amwell Quarry. The Lee Valley SPA spans from London and
Hertfordshire and includes a mosaic of important wetland habitat for bird
conservation across the region.
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5.1.3 Ramsar Sites

Ramsar Sites are wetlands of international importance that have been
designated to protect the biological and physical features of wetlands, these
have been designated under the Ramsar Convention (1971) - Wetlands of
International Importance. Within the district Rye Meads and Amwell Quarry
which form components of the Lee Valley Ramsar Site, this site overlaps the Lee
Valley SPA.

5.1.4 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) is land notified under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act (1981) (as amended), sites are designated by Natural England.
Sites are designated for their characteristics that support rare and endangered
species, habitats and natural features. All of the internationally designated sites
within the district are also designated as SSSI's, in total there are 16 SSSI's within
the district, this includes:

e Moor Hall Meadows SSSI

e Great Hormead Park SSSI

e Patmore Heath SSSI

e Benington High Wood SSSI

e Plashes Wood SSSI

e Thorley Flood Pound SSSI

e Hunsdon Mead SSSI

e Rye Meads SSSI

e Amwell Quarry SSSI

e Hertford Heath SSSI

e Wormley-Hoddesdonpark Woods North SSSI
e Wormley-Hoddesdonpark Wood South SSSI
e Tewinbury SSSI

e Hillcollins Pit SSSI

e Sawbridgeworth Marsh SSSI

e Downfield Pit, Westmill SSSI

Table 5.1 below highlights the latest recorded condition of the SSSI's within the
district.
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Table 5.1 SSSI condition in East Herts

SSSI Type Area (ha) % of SSSI Total in East Herts
Favourable 340.75 50.6%

Unfavourable - Recovering | 209.19 31.0%

Unfavourable - Declining 102.99 15.3%

Unfavourable - No change | 20.84 3.1%

Source: Natural England, 2024

5.1.5 National Nature Reserves (NNR'’S)

National Nature Reserves (NNR’s) are areas managed for either (or both) the
preservation of flora, fauna, geological and physiological features of special
interest or to provide opportunities to study flora, fauna and their physical
conditions. An NNR is land declared under the National parks and Access to the
Countryside Act 1949 or Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, sites are selected by
Natural England that meet certain criteria. Broxbourne Wood NNR lies to the
south of the district and forms part of the only NNR in Hertfordshire, it contains
several woodlands of SSSI status, which are home to many rare and scarce
woodland wildlife.

Hatfield Forest, located to the East of Bishops’ Stortford, is a large forest run by
the National Trust and is designated as a NNR and SSSI. Natural England wrote
to the Council in 2025 explaining that the habitats and species which make the
Forest special were being harmed by visitor usage and that this would be made
worse by future developments nearby. They have developed a programme of
mitigation work to prevent the situation getting worse. New developments built
in the area need to pay towards implementing them. Larger developments
(approximately 50+ residential units) will also need to provide or pay for
sustainable alternative natural green space (SANG).

The Council therefore expects all relevant developments to pay this tariff for
mitigation works (£540.07 per net additional dwelling) within the zone of
influence area which is affecting Hatfield Forest.

5.1.6 Local Nature Reserves (LNR'S)

Local Nature Reserves (LNR's) are places of special local wildlife, geological or
educational interest or significance identified by local authorities. LNRs within
East Herts include Pishiobury Park and Waterford Heath.
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5.1.7 Local Wildlife Sites (LoWS)

Local Wildlife Sites (LoWS) are locally designated sites for their local and regional
importance considered to be of significance for their wildlife features. LoOWS in
the district are identified by the Hertfordshire Local Wildlife Sites Partnership,
which is a partnership approach to the identification, selection, assessment and
protection of LoWS in the County, this is led by the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife
Trust. There are currently 544 LoWS in East Herts totalling 3,309.14 ha.

5.1.8 Priority Habitats

Some semi-natural habitats in England are especially rare or under threat. These
are known as Priority Habitats, identified under the Natural Environment and
Rural Communities Act 2006 as being in most need of conservation. The
Government has published a list of Priority Habitats of principal importance in
England and includes 56 habitats. A number of these habitats can be found
within the district, additionally the features of such habitats also provide
protection to areas such as Ancient Woodlands. Priority Habitats within the
district include, but are not limited to:

e Deciduous woodland - there are many deciduous woodlands within the
district, some of which are internationally or national designated in
addition to being a Priority Habitat. This classification also provides
protection to the many Ancient Woodlands within the district. Deciduous
woodland areas in East Herts include Broxbourne Woods, Box Wood,
Easeney Park Wood, Post Wood and Bloodhounds Wood in addition to
many others. This habitat provides the basis for a broad range of wildlife
as well as recreational opportunities in some circumstances.

e Traditional orchard - these habitats are home to heritage fruits and
other species, these are run through long standing processes. Traditional
orchards can be found within Sawbridgeworth, Thundridge and
scattered between smaller villages throughout the district.

e Lowland meadows - these flower rich meadows and pastures are
species rich due to traditional systems of hay-cutting and grazing over
centuries. In non-agricultural settings such as churchyards and roadside
verges lowland meadows can also be found, however are rarer. There
are few examples of lowland meadows within the district, however they
can be found to the east of Ardeley and north of Watton at Stone.
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e Chalk Rivers - these are rare and ecologically significant assets. East
Herts is home to seven of the chalk rivers of just around 210 chalk
streams globally.

5.1.9 Landscape

East Herts has a vast rural landscape which is made up of woodlands, open
fields and parklands shaped by river valleys and arable plateaux. Hedgerows are
also an important feature throughout the district, reflecting the historic
enclosure of agricultural fields and defining land ownership boundaries. Many
hedgerows throughout the district are considered as being ‘important’ (as
defined under the Hedgerow Regulations, 1997) and are key elements of green
corridors, contributing towards wider ecological networks.

There are no specific nationally or locally protected landscapes within the
district, however Lee Valley Regional Park is nationally recognised and protected
asset within London, Hertfordshire and Essex. This park provides space for
leisure, recreation and nature, as well as providing a rich landscape character
within the district.

There are diverse landscape character areas and settlement patterns in the
district which are assessed in the Council's Landscape Character Assessment
Supplementary Planning Document (September 2007). The document provides a
structured evaluation of these landscapes, a landscape strategy and guidelines
for strengthening, reinforcing, improving, reconstructing, conserving and
restoring the character of each area. The landscape character areas are
illustrated in figure 5.1 below.
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Figure 5.1: Landscape Character Areas in East Herts
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Source: Landscape Character Assessment SPD 2007

5.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

The latest State of Nature Report 202323 provided a comprehensive overview of
species trends across the UK. It found that since 1970 UK species have declined
by about 19% on average and nearly 1 in 6 species (16.1%) are now threatened
with extinction. There are many factors that contribute towards this, one of
which is the effects of climate change which have created more extreme
weather conditions such as excessive rainfall and longer periods of drought.

23 State of Nature Report 2023
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Such changes to weather patterns can cause uncertainty for more sensitive
ecosystems and as such can lead to degradation and loss of habitat.

In July 2025 the Council declared an ecological and biodiversity crisis?* this led to
a number of actions to help to overcome such issues, including embedding
nature recovery into the Council’s strategic plans, policy areas and decision
making processes and prioritising investment in nature-based solutions to
climate change. Additionally, the Council published its biodiversity duty report 2°
in 2026 which is a requirement of the Environment Act 2021. This set out a
number of actions the Council will seek to achieve in the next five years to fulfil
its biodiversity duty and have positive impacts to biodiversity locally. A local plan
can be a tool to help implement the actions of this ecological and biodiversity
crisis, without a plan reaching such targets may be more difficult to achieve.

There is an increasing pressure for housing across the country, with the NPPF
requiring local authorities to meet specific housing requirements. The demand
for housing puts an increased pressure on land which poses risks to habitats
and species if designated sites deteriorate either through loss of designation,
loss of ecological networks, potential increased recreational pressures from local
inhabitants and associated pollution as a consequence of development. Without
a plan-led approach, sites may be developed without relevant policy criteria
which could have cumulative negative impacts on habitats and designations.

In addition to the pressure to habitats, species and designated sites that is
posed from housing need is the pressure on character rich areas and locally
valued landscapes. Without a strategy for housing delivery within the local plan
there is a risk that locally valued landscapes will be at risk from speculative
development.

The Environment Act 2021 brought into force the requirement for mandatory
10% Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) on development sites to protect the country
from further loss of habitat. This is a positive step towards reducing the impact
that development can cause to the natural environment and help support
nature recovery through bigger, better and more connected ecological networks.
A local plan may be vehicle to further increase this mandatory requirement, if
viable, to further help restore and enhance ecology in the district.

24 East Herts - Ecological and Biodiversity Crisis
25 East Herts - Biodiversity Duty 2026
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In addition to BNG the Environment Act 2021 introduced Local Nature Recovery
Strategies (LNRS's). LNRS's are strategies that support directing biodiversity and
habitat interventions into areas that can have the greatest positive impact
towards nature recovery through bigger, better and more connected ecological
networks to support biodiversity. The Hertfordshire LNRS 2¢ was finalised in
2025 by the Hertfordshire Nature Recovery Partnership and forms one of the 48
LNRS’s nationally, which once completed will work towards the Government’s
plan to create a Nature Recovery Network (NRN). This has a number of actions
to protect, restore and enhance biodiversity, whilst creating more resilient
habitats and ecosystems at the national level. A local plan can help to
strategically implement the actions of the LNRS through policies and location of
development.

5.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to
the natural environment include:

e The pressure on land for development purposes which poses a risk to the
landscapes and the natural environment through potential habitat loss, as
well as the potential loss of land that could be used to improve ecological
networks in the future.

e Threats to species, habitats and designated sites through increased risk of
pollution associated with development, such as noise, light and water run-
off.

e Increased recreational pressure on designated sites as a consequence of
development and new local inhabitants.

e Potential adverse impacts to habitats and species as a consequence of
climate change.

5.4 Identifying the SA/SEA framework

Table 5.2 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for the natural environment
and landscape within the district. The decision making questions can be used
when appraising emerging policies within the new local plan.

26 | ocal Nature Recovery Strategy — Hertfordshire Nature Recovery Partnership
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Table 5.2: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘Natural Environment and Landscape’

SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

To protect, conserve
and enhance
biodiversity and
geodiversity within
the district.

Does the proposal support conservation and
enhancement of protected sites?

Will the proposal support and enhance ecological
networks and green infrastructure networks?
Does the proposal help to reverse the decline of
species at risk?

Does the proposal help to reverse the decline of
habitat?

Does the proposal support the conservation of
habitats and species?

Does the proposal help to increase resilience of
biodiversity and geodiversity to climate change
impacts?

To maintain,
conserve and
enhance the quality
and local
distinctiveness of
the landscape
character within the
district.

Will the proposal protect and enhance the local
landscape and its setting?
Will landscape character areas be protected?

43
Page 105




6.0 Climate Change and Flooding

6.1 Baseline and local context

6.1.1 Renewable energy
The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DfESNZ) publishes local

authority renewable energy statistics yearly?’. The latest 2024 data can be seen

in table 6.1. This shows that anaerobic digestion accounts for the largest
renewable energy generation within the district, followed by landfill gas and

photovoltaics.

Table 6.1: Energy source, capacity and generation in East Herts in 2024

Energy source Number of Capacity (MW) Generation
installations (MWh)

Photovoltaics 3,468 19.0 15,789

Onshore wind 4 0.0 56

Anaerobic 4 4.2 24,654

digestion

Sewage gas 1 2.3 Not disclosed

Landfill gas 3 5.3 22,538

Total 3,480 30.9 63,037

Source: DfESNZ - Regional Renewable Statistics

In the 2024/25 monitoring period a further 14 photovoltaics were completed
within the district providing a minimum of 1.2 MW capacity. Additionally, within
the same monitoring year the Council has granted planning permission for 39
renewable energy applications. This includes applications for 29 air source heat
pumps, 2 for ground source heat, and 8 for solar panels?,

6.1.2 Greenhouse gas emissions

The ONS publish data on greenhouse gas emissions per capita, this is calculated
by the average amount of greenhouse gas emissions produced by each person
in a specific area over a year. The metric is calculated by dividing the total
greenhouse gas emissions of an area by its population, with the result being
expressed in tonnes of CO2 equivalent (tCOze) per person. In 2023 the
greenhouse gas emissions in East Herts was 4.1 tCOze per capita. This has
steadily decreased on a downward trend in the district since 2005 and remains

27 DfESNZ - Regional Renewable Statistics
28 East Herts Authority Monitoring Report 2024-2025
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below national average for England which is at 4.8 tCOze per capita in the and
the East of England at 5.4 tCOze per capita in 2023%°,

In 2023 the estimated greenhouse gas emissions in the district totalled 620.7 kilo
tonnes CO; equivalent (ktCO2e)%®, this has steadily decreased since 2005. The
main sources of greenhouse gas emissions, as highlighted in figure 6.1, are from
domestic uses such as electricity and gas usage, as well as transport.

Figure 6.1: East Herts greenhouse gas emissions total and main sources

East Herts Greenhouse Gas Emissions

1400
1200
1000
800
600

400

- l<

kilotonnes CO, equivalent (ktCO,e)

0 —
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
Year

@ |ndustry e COMMeErcial e Public SeCtor e Domestic

e Transport e Agriculture —\/\/aste e Total

Source: UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions statistics, 2005 to 2023

6.1.3 Flooding
Hertfordshire County Council as the Lead Local Flood Authority produced the
Hertfordshire Local Flood Risk Management Strategy 2 (LFRMS) 2019-2029, the

29 ONS Greenhouse Gas Emissions 2025
30 UK local authority and regional greenhouse gas emissions statistics, 2005 to 2023
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aim of this strategy is to give an understanding of local flood risk in
Hertfordshire and the actions that will be taken to manage it most appropriately
within available resources®'. This strategy found that the main sources of flood
risk within Hertfordshire are surface water, rivers and other watercourses
(fluvial) and less frequently through groundwater.

The LFRMS recorded flood incidents dating from 2011 to 2018, within the district
there were flooding incidents recorded within each of the five towns, as well as
some within villages such as Puckeridge, Walkern and Cottered.

Surface water flood risk is caused when local drainage capacity and infiltration is
unable to cope with the volume of water experienced during periods of
sustained or heavy rainfall. Within East Herts the study found that 4,272
properties had a high risk (1 in 30 year) of surface water flood risk and 8,615
properties had a medium risk (1 in 100 year) of surface water flood risk.

Figure 6.2: Ware surface water flood risk
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Figure 6.3: Bishop's Stortford surface water flood risk Figure 6.4: Buntingford surface water flood risk
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Fluvial flood risk is when the capacity of a watercourse is reached causing water
to spill out of the channel into adjoining areas. Larger watercourses are known
as main rivers and the Environment Agency is responsible for them, the
remaining watercourses are known as ordinary watercourses and are managed
by the relevant authority. Figure 6.7 shows the extent of fluvial flood risk and
flood zones within the district.

Figure 6.7: Flood Zones
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In relation to groundwater, this type of flooding occurs when the water held
underground rises to a level where it breaks the surface away from usual
channels and drainage pathways, this may occur after periods of heavy rainfall
or due to obstructions. The LFRMS study found that groundwater flood risk is
only a small element of the overall flood risk in the county. The areas more
susceptible to groundwater flooding within the district are within isolated areas
of Bishop's Stortford, Hertford, Ware and around areas around the A10 near
Puckeridge.

The Council is currently preparing a new Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, this
will update the latest position and provide the latest forecasts for climate change
calculations within the district. This will provide the most up to date impact
climate change will have to flood risk within the district and how it can be
managed.

6.1.4 Heat

The Climate Change Committee highlight that periods of high temperature are
becoming more common and intense across the UK. These events not only can
lead to droughts which has an impact to farming and water resources, it can also
have negative impacts to health and wellbeing and economic output.

Increased temperatures are leading to health impacts from overheating and
have been linked to increased death rate, in particular to more vulnerable
groups such as the elderly. The negative implications to health can impact and
put pressure on key services such as healthcare, with the impact to health also
impacting productivity across the workforce®2,

6.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

In 2023 the Council declared a climate emergency 33, recognising the seriousness
of climate change and the need for urgent action. This declaration committed
the Council to take action to address the causes and impacts of climate change
across the district and laid out a route map for the Council itself to achieve a net-
zero carbon position by 2027 while at the same time working with residents,
community groups and other public and private sector partners to encourage
the whole district to achieve the same position by that date. This shows a desire

32 Climate Change Committee - Risks to health, wellbeing and productivity from overheating in

buildings 2022
33 East Herts - Climate Emergency 2023
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to become net zero by 2027 and a local plan can implement policies that help to
achieve and sustain that ambition.

Renewable energy generation within the district has been increasing in recent
years, in order to keep this momentum up a new local plan can help support this
upward trend with specific policies for renewable energy, this could be larger
scale projects, as well as smaller householder initiatives.

The Climate Change Act 2008 commits the UK government by law to reducing
greenhouse gas emissions by at least 100% of 1990 levels (net zero) by 2050.
Therefore, local planning authorities have a duty to shape policy which reduces
greenhouse gas emissions in order to meet this national target.

Greenhouse gas emissions have been decreasing steadily since 2005 overall in
the district. Transport continues to be the biggest contributor to this, although
electric vehicles have increased in popularity in recent years which will help with
the downward trend. A local plan can help to support this further through
planning development in sustainable locations reducing the need to travel,
providing more suitable alternative options for travel other than the private
vehicle and implementing potential new infrastructure to improve traffic flow to
help reduce emissions. Without a plan there is a risk developments could come
forward that encourage the use of the private vehicle rather than more
sustainable options, as well as the reduced ability for the Council to secure
suitable transport interventions to make a positive strategic impact to
greenhouse gas emissions.

Climate change can affect flood risk in multiple ways. Wetter winters and more
intense rainfall may increase river flooding in both rural and urban catchments.
More intense rainfall causes greater surface runoff, increasing localised flooding
and erosion. In turn, this may increase pressure on drains, sewers and have an
impact on water quality. The number of intense summer storms leading to
occurrences of flash flooding could increase even in summers which may have
less overall rainfall. A planned approach can help to strategically steer
development away from higher risk flooding areas to ensure resilience to
climate change over coming decades, as well as providing effective flood
alleviation and mitigation schemes.

The UK's average temperature is expected to rise due to climate change.
Extreme high temperatures are felt by people primarily through their internal
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building temperature and much of the existing building stock is not built to cope
with the high temperatures that the UK is already experiencing. A local plan can
introduce higher standards for building requirements, which can lead to
improved building stock that provides suitable heating and cooling systems to
manage the effects of climate change in the coming years.

6.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to
climate change and flooding include:

e Greenhouse gas emissions from transport and domestic buildings remain
high, there is a need to reduce these through building retrofitting and
transport improvements and initiatives.

e Thereis a need to transition to a low carbon energy system. Further work
is needed to increase the amount of renewable energy generation and
capacity to provide energy security locally.

e More frequent extreme weather events are likely which increases the
chances of flooding events, as well as periods of hot dry weather and the
impact that can have to health and wellbeing.

6.4 Identifying the SA/SEA framework

Table 6.2 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for climate change and
flooding within the district. The decision making questions can be used when
appraising emerging policies within the new local plan.

Table 6.2: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘Climate change and flooding’

SA/SEA Objectives | Decision making questions

To reduce e Will the proposal help to reduce greenhouse gas
greenhouse gas emissions?

emissions and e Does the proposal generate or store energy from
support a transition renewable energy sources?

to net zero

To adapt and e Does the proposal consider flood risk from all
improve resilience sources and steer development away from the
to the impacts of higher risk areas?

climate change and
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SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

extreme weather
events, including
flooding and
increased periods of
heat

Does the proposal reduce flood risk within the site

and surrounding areas?

Does the proposal consider appropriate heating and

cooling of buildings?
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7.0 Historic Environment

7.1 Baseline and local context

The district has a rich and varied historic environment which includes
landscapes, sites, monuments, building and townscapes, and buried remains of
significant archaeological and historic interest. East Herts is characterised by five
market towns, each with different qualities and characteristics. Numerous
medieval villages and hamlets of varying size are also dotted across the district,
the most notable being Braughing, Hertford Heath, Hunsdon, Stanstead Abbotts
& St Margarets, Walkern, Watton-At-Stone, Standon & Puckeridge and Much
Hadham.

Heritage assets in East Herts includes:

e 46 Scheduled Monuments

e Nearly 3,100 Listed Buildings (which comprise over 4,000 individual listed
features)

e 42 Conservation Areas

e 550 Areas of Archaeological Significance

e 16 Registered Parks and Gardens

e Approximately 70 Locally Listed Historic Parks and Gardens

Conservation Areas are designated for their special architectural or historic
interest, these usually have a number of listed buildings as well as features such
as open and local green spaces, trees, historic street patterns and archaeological
sites. Each Conservation Area has a Conservation Area Character Appraisal and
Management Plan, these are required to understand the unique character of
each Conservation Area and set out management proposals setting out how
each area can be protected and enhanced.

Historic England produces an annual Heritage at Risk Register which includes
Scheduled Monuments, Registered Parks and Gardens, Grade | and II* Listed
Buildings and Grade Il Listed churches. In addition to Historic England’s list the
Council also publishes an East Herts Heritage at Risk Register which covers
Grade Il Listed Buildings (excluding churches) and selected curtilage Listed
Buildings and structures which it considers are at risk. In the latest 2025
iterations of these documents a total 71 heritage assets are at risk, these are
summarised below:
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e 4 Scheduled Monuments at risk

e 2 Registered Parks and Gardens at risk
e 1 Grade | Listed Building at risk

e 1 Grade II* Listed Building at risk

e 58 Grade Il Listed Buildings at risk

e 5 curtilage Listed Buildings at risk

An important consideration of heritage assets is the context and setting that it
falls within. The setting can encompass the immediate area surrounding the
asset, as well as the broader landscape, views, wider historical context and
relationships with other heritage assets. Understanding these relationships and
patterns can reveal valuable insights into the historic development of a place.

7.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

The Government has set a target to become Net Zero by 2050, due to the
number of historic buildings nationally there has been discussions about how
heritage assets could be retrofitted to improve energy efficiency. There are
sensitivities around this topic as there is a huge benefit of making such assets
energy efficient through to the environment, as well as reduced management
costs which can support owners to maintain upkeep of heritage assets. Some
energy efficiency interventions however can have negative implications to
appearance of heritage assets and damage the significance of the asset, such as
location and appearance of air source heat pumps, changes in window
treatment and solar panels impacting roofscape. Therefore, such measures
need careful planning to understand what may be appropriate and the local plan
can explore that in more detail and provide certainty on this topic to protect
heritage assets, whilst striving for improved energy efficiency.

Due to the pressure on land for housing needs within the district, there is an
increased risk to heritage assets where development may occur impacting the
setting of such assets. Where heritage assets are at risk from the adverse
impacts of development then the Historic England and the East Herts Heritage at
Risk Registers are likely to increase in size. A local plan approach can help to limit
the impact that speculative development may have to heritage assets and
ensure that the historic environment of the district is considered at the strategic
level.
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The Council is currently preparing a local list of historic buildings, the intention is
that this list can be adopted alongside the local plan and provide local
designation and protection to these assets.

7.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to

the historic environment include:

e Ensuring all nationally and locally designated heritage assets are
conserved and enhanced.

e Ensuring archaeological sites are conserved and enhanced.

e Protecting historical buildings, whilst striving for improved energy
efficiency in these buildings.

e Restoring and repairing heritage assets that are at risk within the district.

e Protecting heritage assets and their setting from the risk posed by

development.

7.4 ldentifying the SA/SEA framework
Table 7.1 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for the historic environment

within the district. The decision making questions can be used when appraising
emerging policies within the new local plan.

Table 7.1: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘Historic Environment’

SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

To protect, conserve
and enhance
designated and non-
designated heritage
assets and their
setting.

Will historic character be protected from
development?

Will the proposal protect, conserve or enhance areas
of archaeological significance?

Will the proposal protect, conserve or enhance
designated or non-designated heritage assets?
Will the proposals have a positive impact to the
setting of a heritage asset?

Can any adverse impacts to the historic
environment be adequately mitigated?

Will the proposal enhance accessibility and
education to cultural heritage assets?
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8.0 Land, Soils, Waste and Resources

8.1 Baseline and local context

8.1.1 Brownfield land
The NPPF (2024) defines brownfield land (or previously developed land) as

‘Land which has been lawfully developed and is or was occupied by a permanent
structure and any fixed surface infrastructure associated with it, including the
curtilage of the developed land (although it should not be assumed that the whole of
the curtilage should be developed). It also includes land comprising large areas of
fixed surface infrastructure such as large areas of hardstanding which have been
lawfully developed. Previously developed land excludes: land that is or was last
occupied by agricultural or forestry buildings; land that has been developed for
minerals extraction or waste disposal by landfill, where provision for restoration has
been made through development management procedures; land in built-up areas
such as residential gardens, parks, recreation grounds and allotments; and land that
was previously developed but where the remains of the permanent structure or fixed
surface structure have blended into the landscape.’

The use of brownfield land for redevelopment helps to protect the undeveloped
areas within the district and supports regeneration. As of 2025 there were 6 sites
on the Council's Brownfield Land Register with the ability to accommodate
around 992 dwellings alongside other uses. Some of these sites are however
allocated within the adopted District Plan 2018. The sites on the Brownfield Land
Register include:

e Bishop's Stortford High School Site, London Road, Bishop's Stortford
e The Goods Yard, Station Road, Bishop's Stortford

e Mead Lane Area, Mead Lane, Hertford

e The Well House and Dixon'’s Yard, Acorn Street, Hunsdon

e Watton-at-Stone Depot, Station Road, Watton-at-Stone

e Land and Buildings to the East of Netherfield Lane, Stanstead Abbotts

8.1.2 Soil

East Herts is a rural district with food production being a big part in the rural
economy. The Agricultural Land Classification (ALC) categorises farmland and is
used as a tool to help identify the best and poorest quality land, helping to
protect land of the highest quality for agricultural purposes such as food
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production. Natural England use several criteria to assess land for its ALC, this
includes climate (temperature, rainfall, aspect, exposure, frost risk), site
(gradient, micro-relief, flood risk) and soil (depth, structure, texture, chemicals,
stoniness)3*

DEFRA defines the classifications as3>:

e Grade 1 - Excellent quality agricultural land with no or very minor limitations

e Grade 2 - Very good quality agricultural land with minor limitations that
affect crop yield, cultivations or harvesting

e Grade 3 - Good to moderate quality agricultural land with moderate
limitations that affect the choice or crops, timing and type of cultivation,
harvesting or the level of yield.

e Subgrade 3a - Good quality agricultural land capable of consistently
producing moderate to high yields of a narrow range of arable crops.

e Subgrade 3b - Moderate quality agricultural land capable of producing
moderate yields of a narrow range of crops.

e Grade 4 - Poor quality agricultural land with severe limitations which
significantly restrict the range of crops or level of yields.

e Grade 5 - Very poor quality agricultural land with severe limitations that
restrict use to permanent pasture or rough grazing, except for occasional
pioneer forage crops.

Within the district the majority of ALC is classified as grades 2 and 3 with the
higher quality land tending to lie to the east of the district. Figure 8.1 highlights
the ALC for the whole district.

34 Natural England Provisional Agricultural Land Classification
35 DEFRA Guide to assessing development proposals on agricultural land
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As shown in figure 8.2 the ‘Predictive Best and Most Versatile (BMV) Land
Assessment’ for the Eastern Region provided by Natural England shows the
District as having significant areas of high (>60%) likelihood of BVM, in particular
in the rural area between Bishop's Stortford and Ware and the north of the
district and moderate (20-60%) likelihood of BVM land to the east of Stevenage
outside urban areas in the main settlements.

Figure 8.2: Predictive Best and Most Versatile (BMV) Land Assessment’ for the Eastern
Region
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8.1.4 Mineral resources

Mineral resources are defined as natural concentrations of minerals or bodies of
rock that have the potential to be of economic interest. As minerals are a non-
renewable resource, minerals safeguarding is used to ensure that non-minerals
development does not needlessly prevent (or sterilise) the future extraction of
mineral resources. A minerals safeguarding area (MSA) is an area designated by
a Mineral Planning Authority which covers known deposits of minerals which are
desired to be kept safeguarded from unnecessary sterilisation by non-mineral
development. A minerals consultation area, is an area, based on an MSA, where
the Council should consult the Mineral Planning Authority for any proposals for
non-minerals development. Hertfordshire County Council is the Minerals and
Waste Planning Authority, the current Minerals Plan was adopted in 2007 and
reviewed in 2016. The Minerals Plan can be viewed on the interactive Minerals
and Waste Local Plan Adopted Policies map.

8.1.5 Waste

The Hertfordshire Waste Development Framework Waste Site Allocations (WSA)
was adopted 2014, this identifies sites for waste management facilities across
the County. This includes the 10.57 ha allocated site at land off Birchall Lane,
Cole Green and the safeguarded strategic and allocated site Westmill Quarry
(18.31 ha) and Landfill (56,73 ha). The Waste Plan can be viewed on the
interactive Minerals and Waste Local Plan Adopted Policies map.

In terms of household waste, East Herts and North Herts have a shared waste
contract which implemented a new recycling regime in 2025. Five months after it
was introduced there was a significant reduction of 5,883 tonnes in non-
recyclable waste compared with the same period in the previous year.

8.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

The district contains large swathes of grade 2 and 3 very good quality to
moderate quality agricultural land. This land is under pressure from new
development. A local plan can help to protect the highest quality agricultural
land and help prevent speculative development in less desirable areas such
higher quality land.

In relation to brownfield land there are usually a higher costs associated to
development of such sites for several reasons, including demolition costs and
remediation of contaminated land, this can have a knock-on impact to the
viability of sites and what it can deliver in terms of affordable housing and
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infrastructure. However, there are benefits to prioritising brownfield land, not
only does it align with the requirements of the NPPF, it helps to protect
undeveloped greenfield sites which may have other functions such as
agricultural uses, environmental value, landscape character and fulfilling Green
Belt purposes, it can also lead to regeneration within urban areas leading to
wider benefits. A local plan approach can help unlock brownfield sites through
site identification and specific policies to support such sites coming forward and
help to protect more valued greenfield land.

The pressure for the use of brownfield land also has consequences for density
on such sites, in trying to achieve the most on the land. This can lead to
increased density in unsuitable locations, as well as an increase of certain
housing types such as flatted development where it may not be the most
appropriate development type.

There is a risk to the quality of soil from changing climatic conditions through
longer periods of droughts, heavier rainfall and more varied temperatures
through the year. This can impact agricultural productivity and have ecological
impacts through increased run-off contaminating other land. A local plan can
help protect the more valued areas of land, whilst steering development away
from locations that may lead to negative implications to soil through pollution.
Additionally, a local plan can help to unlock previously developed sites that are
more likely to be contaminated, regeneration of this land and remediation of the
contaminated land could have positive impacts to soil through the removal of
potential harmful pollutants.

In terms of future waste management, the total amount of household waste
may increase because of population and household growth, even if the average
amount of waste generated per household decreases. Implementation of a local
plan can help the local authority and waste authority to plan effectively into the
future and forecast future needs. Additionally, a local plan can ensure waste
facilities are effectively designed into new developments to ensuring effective
waste collection reducing fly tipping.

There are mineral-related facilities safeguarded in the district, as well as mineral
consultation areas. The impacts of new development on natural resources will
be taken into account at a strategic level through a local plan, rather than a site
led development approach.
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8.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to

the land, soils, waste and resources include:
e Balancing competing pressures on land and ensuring the most suitable
uses are accommodated in the most suitable locations.

e Preventing further contaminated land and remediating existing

contaminated land.

e Protecting the integrity of mineral resources.

e Promoting waste minimisation and encouraging the re-use of materials.

8.4 Identifying the SA/SEA framework

Table 8.1 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for land, soils, waste and
resources within the district. The decision making questions can be used when
appraising emerging policies within the new local plan.

Table 8.1: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘land, soils, waste and resources’

SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

Ensure the most
efficient use of land

Is the proposal on brownfield land?

Does the development propose the most efficient
use of land in terms of density, uses and based on
local needs?

Protect soil, versatile
agricultural land and
mineral resources

Does the proposal protect or enhance soil quality,
such as the remediation of contaminated land?
Does the proposal protect the integrity of mineral
resources?

Promote sustainable
management of
waste

Does the proposal support the minimisation, reuse
and recycling of waste?
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9.0 Water Resources and Quality
9.1 Baseline and local context

9.1.1 Water resources

Affinity Water is responsible for the supply of water in East Herts. Under the
Water Industry (Prescribed Conditions) Regulations 1999, serious water stress is
defined as where ‘the current household demand for water is a high proportion of
the current effective rainfall which is available to meet that demand; or the future
household demand for water is likely to be a high proportion of the effective rainfall
which is likely to be available to meet that demand®®. The Environment Agency
classified East Herts as an area of serious water stress®’. The water supply is
currently collected through surface water such as reservoirs and groundwater
sources by collecting it through boreholes and wells. The Environment Agency
found that an additional 2,034 megalitres per day is required to address water
supply needs between 2030 and 2055 in the south east to accommodate a
growing population, make supplies more resilient drought and climate change
and address environmental improvements3,

Groundwater supplies roughly a third of drinking water in England and makes
up to 80% of water that comes out of taps in some regions®. Affinity Water
stated that approximately 65% of water abstracted is from groundwater sources
with the remaining coming from surface water, principally the River Thames?°,
Affinity Water monitors groundwater levels within the region. Figure 9.1 below
shows the latest monitoring data for the central region which covers the East
Herts district, Affinity Water stated that:

‘Rainfall in our Central region was well below average in March at 53% of the Long
Term Average (LTA). Over the last three months (January to March inclusive), our
Central region has received above average rainfall (131% of the LTA) and above
average effective precipitation (142% of the LTA). Soil Moisture Deficit (SMD) for
March was below average, although soils have become gradually drier through

36 Environment Agency - Water Stressed Areas - final classification 2013

37 Environment Agency - Water Stressed Areas - final classification 2021

38 Environment Agency - National Framework for Water Resources 2025

3% Environment Agency - Groundwater source protection zones (SPZs) 2024
40 Affinity Water - Water Resources Management Plan 2024
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March and the first week of April. They are now at a level where forthcoming rainfall
is unlikely to contribute significantly to groundwater recharge.

Groundwater levels have increased through March due to the well above average
rainfall in January and February, although are starting to plateau. Groundwater

levels are forecast to remain above average for the next seven months under all
rainfall scenarios.”’

Figure 9.1: Central Region Groundwater Levels 2024-2026
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Source: Affinity Water - Chalk Groundwater Levels

9.1.2 Chalk streams

East Herts is home to seven of the chalk rivers of around 210 chalk streams
globally. These provide a unique and valued habitat for flora and fauna, the
porous nature of chalk which underlies a lot of Hertfordshire acts as a sponge
and retains rainwater and supplies rivers.

Chalk streams are predominantly fed from groundwater aquifers, meaning that
the water is of high clarity and good chemical quality. The higher quality of water
in these ecosystems support a diverse and valued range of flora and fauna.
However, groundwater abstractions have contributed to reduced flows along
several chalk rivers in Hertfordshire such as the River Mimram and River Beane

41 Affinity Water - Chalk Groundwater Levels
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which run through East Herts. Chalk streams are usually dry in summer and
following rainfall in the winter months begin to flow. Groundwater abstractions
therefore can create periods of dry bed conditions when water would usually
flow. The change to typical conditions can have negative impacts to local wildlife
and biodiversity which rely on this habitat, as well as leading to accumulation of
fine sediment on the riverbed creating an imbalance. 4?

9.1.3 Waste water

Thames Water are responsible for waste water in East Herts district, in the latest
Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan“? they have an ambition to
enhance resilience at STWs and ensure 100% permit compliance by 2050.

Existing Sewage Treatment Works (STWSs) in East Herts includes:

e Buntingford STW

e Braughing STW

e Dane End STW

e Rye Meads STW

e Bishop's Stortford STW
e Sandon STW

The Hertfordshire Water Study 20174 is the latest water study for the area.
Since it was completed Thames Water provided a position statement for the
Greater Harlow area, in particular in relation to the Rye Meads STW. The
statement highlighted that the Rye Meads STW was being upgraded to extend
the treatment capacity and improve discharge quality standards to enable it to
treat an increased volume of incoming flow. This highlighted that the upgrade
would provide the STW with a treatment capacity of 447,134 PE (Population
Equivalent). At that time a high level assessment was undertaken that indicated
that from a final effluent stream point of view Thames Water expected the site
to have capacity up to 2036, albeit requiring relevant upgrades in sludge and
storm streams where required. The site was expected to have sufficient capacity
in all streams by 2026%°.

42 Hertfordshire Water Study 2017

43 Thames Water - Drainage and Wastewater Management Plan 2025-2030
44 Hertfordshire Water Study 2017

4> Thames Water - Greater Harlow Position Statement
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In addition, since 2017 the District Plan has been adopted and there has been
further growth within the district. It is therefore important that data on all of the
STWs is made available to the Council to ensure that the emerging Local Plan is
based on the most up to date information as the local plan progresses. As this
information emerges the SA/SEA will be updated with relevant information.

9.1.4 Water quality

The Rivers Trust record the amount of spills that occur from sewers within local
areas across each year. The monitoring devices do not differentiate between
treated and non-treated discharge, however they do provide an indication of
where issues may occur in areas. Within 2025 a total of 116 spills were recorded
within East Herts that lasted for a duration of 1,295 hours combined?®,

As groundwater is a valuable source of water it is essential that groundwater
sources are not polluted. Ways in which they can become polluted is through
contamination from activity that may seep into the ground such as petrol being
stored underground, and soakaways from septic tanks underground.

The Environment Agency map areas that are at a higher risk of groundwater
pollution through Ground Source Protection Zones (SPZs), these are based on
uses and the distance of such uses and their potential impact to groundwater?®’,
Figure 9.2 shows the extent of SPZs within the district, zones 1 are the areas at
higher risk from pollutants with 3 being the lowest risk.

46 The Rivers Trust - Sewage Map
47 Environment Agency - Groundwater Source Protection Zones (SPZs)

67
Page 129



Figure 9.2: Groundwater Source Protection Zones

7 B =

Table 9.1 provides a breakdown of all of the water bodies within East Herts and
their ecological status. Due to an updated methodology all water bodies now fail
under chemical status, however these can be viewed along with all of the
pollutants and industry that is causing pollutants in the relevant links below.
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Table 9.1: Water bodies in East Herts ecological status

Water body Ecological status
Beane (Source to Stevenage Brook) Poor

Rib (upper stretches, above confluence with the Quin) Moderate
Quin Poor

Ash (from Meesden to confluence with Bury Green Brook) | Moderate
Stort and Bourne Brook Moderate
Stort and Navigation, B Stortford to Harlow Moderate
Stort and Navigation, Harlow to Lee Moderate
Fiddlers Brook Moderate
Ash (from confluence with Bury Green Brook to Lee) Moderate
Lee Navigation (Hertford to Fieldes Weir) Moderate
Lea Navigation (Fieldes Weir to Enfield Lock) Poor

Lee (from Luton Hoo Lakes to Hertford) Moderate
Mimram (Codicote Bottom to Lee) Poor

Rib (from confluence with Quin to Lee Navigation) Poor
Beane (from confluence with Stevenage Brook to Lee) Poor

Source: Environment Agency - Catchment Data Explorer

A common source of pollutant amongst the water bodies is from business,
agriculture and rural land management, urban and transport, water industry
and recreation.

9.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

Reliance on groundwater extraction for water supply can lead to negative
impacts to chalk streams. Therefore, it is important for groundwater extraction
to be minimised and other sources of collection be sourced to maintain water
supply needs within the district. It is predicted that based on continued
substantial population and housing growth, the demand for water will increase
by 10% in the Affinity Water area®. Adoption of a new local plan can help water
companies manage future growth as the level and location of growth will be
known, allowing them to effectively plan for and implement necessary
infrastructure.

East Herts is in a highly water stressed area. A new local plan can help to achieve
higher water efficiency standards for new buildings through specific policies.
Without a local plan requiring higher standards this could increase the strain in

48 Water Resources Management Plan - Affinity Water 2024
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an already water stressed area. Additionally, certain developments that have
increased in recent years, such as data centres have a higher requirement for
water than a lot of other types of development. Policies within a local plan can
help to ensure that water efficiency standards are sought from the outset for
such development and work with water companies to maintain a good water
supply in the area. Additionally, there are added benefits to improving water
efficiency, in particular within households as the Environment Agency found that
the water industry contributes to 0.8% of annual UK greenhouse gas emissions.
However the emissions that result from heating water in the home increases this
figure to 5.5% of greenhouse gas emissions*. Therefore, reductions in water
usage in the home can lead to reduced greenhouse gas emissions as less water
as less heating of water is required.

There is a limited amount of raw water storage of surface water in reservoirs,
this means that water supplies are vulnerable when there is high demand for
water during summer months. Climate change also has an impact on water
supplies through prolonged periods of drought. Ensuring water is harnessed
where possible and working with the water management companies when
developments come forward can help to ensure developments are planned
appropriately to improve and maintain water supplies.

New development and the Government's housing targets will put pressure on
existing waste water facilities. A local plan will help the sewage undertakers
understand where development is focused and where improvements or new
infrastructure will be required to meet future demands.

The Council has recognised the negative impact that sewage discharge can have
on the environment and resolved a motion to protect rivers by taking account
the cumulative impacts of sewage discharge in 2025°°. Amongst highlighting
negative environmental impacts of this issue, the motion sought to recognise
the deterioration of water quality due to the cumulative impact of multiple
sewage discharge events, ensuring that the new Local Plan would compile an
evidence base that assesses this issue and ensure it is factored into future
decisions. Implementation of a Local Plan is therefore important to ensure that

4% Environment Agency - Green House Gas Emissions of Water Supply and Demand Management
Options 2008

>0 East Herts - Motion to protect our rivers by taking into account the cumulative impact of
sewage discharge
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sewage and wastewater is assessed at a strategic level and relevant policies are
implemented to meet the ambitions of this motion.

As part of the Local Plan process a water cycle study will be prepared which will
provide an updated position to water management and quality issues that may
be occurring within East Herts and potential solutions that may be appropriate
for the locality. Once completed the Local Plan will seek to implement the
outputs of this work and translate them into deliverable policies.

9.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to
the water resources and quality include:

e East Herts is within a highly water stressed area, this may increase due to
the impacts of climate change.

e Existing sources of water supply are not sustainable currently due to the
lack of storage facilities or the impact of over extraction through
groundwater to the environment.

e Water quality is low in certain rivers, heavy rainfall events as a result of
climate change can lead to worsened quality as runoff leads pollutants
into existing watercourses.

e Population growth will have impacts to the existing STWs and needs to be
managed appropriately.

9.4 Identifying the SA/SEA framework

Table 9.2 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for water resources and
quality within the district. The decision making questions can be used when
appraising emerging policies within the new local plan.

Table 9.2: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘water resources and quality’

SA/SEA Objectives | Decision making questions

Ensure the efficient | e Will the proposal have negative implications on

use of water water supply in the district and wider area?
resources, whilst e Does the proposal provide opportunities for water
protecting and harvesting and recycling?

improving water o Will the development provide appropriate drainage
quality of the to minimise pollution into waterbodies?
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SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

district’s
waterbodies

e Does the proposal maximise water efficiency
standards?

e Does the proposal adequately plan for waste water?

Page 134
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10.0 Transport, Air Quality and Noise
10.1 Baseline and local context

10.1.1 Walking and cycling network

There is a vast public walking and cycling network within the district, as
highlighted in figure 10.1, however these are not always well integrated with
each other making them more desirable for leisure use rather than day-to-day
active travel uses such as education and employment.

The visioning work for the Local Plan found that 34% of residents in 2022 used
walking as part, or all, of their main method of travel to reach a destination, and
1.6% included cycling. Improvements to walking and cycling routes, as well as
creation of new ones could help to encourage active travel reducing the needs
for car-based travel.

East Herts Council has developed a Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan
(LCWIP) with Hertfordshire County Council, aimed at making walking, cycling and
wheeling easier, safer and more enjoyable as everyday journeys.

A new cycle route is being planned between Rye House, Harlow,
Sawbridgeworth, Bishop’s Stortford and Stansted Airport, as well as other
proposals within the LCWIP.

The National Cycle Network Route 61 also runs through the district connecting
Hertford and Ware to London, and to Maidenhead through Welwyn Garden City.

10.1.2 Public transport

East Herts has five key market towns interspersed with multiple villages and vast
rural areas. Public transport connectivity is challenging within parts of the
district, in particular within the more rural areas where reliability and access can
be limited. Indirect routes, slow journey times and less frequent public transport
provision in certain locations can increase the reliance on private vehicles,
impacting congestion on the local road network. This also has negative
implications to particular groups who cannot drive such as younger and older
people, as well as some with disabilities, leading to isolation.

Hertfordshire County Council introduced HertsLynx in 2021 as a Demand
Responsive Transport (DRT) service. The objective was to serve those rural
communities and encourage public transport use where typical bus facilities
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were not available or well used. This service does not have a set timetable or
have set routes, passengers can book where and when they would like to travel
from a number of pick up and drop off locations. This service is in demand
locally and as of February 2025 has accommodated over 125,000 passenger
journeys>".

Hertfordshire County Council and partners are working on the Hertfordshire
Essex Rapid Transport (HERT) which will be a new sustainable passenger
transport network, creating a stronger public transport system with east-west
links connecting Watford to Harlow. The route of this project has not yet been
finalised as it is still within the early stages, however, there may be hubs along
this route within East Herts, such as Hertford and Ware town centres and
Gilston.

10.1.3Road network

East Herts is well connected to the national road network, bordered by the M11
and A1(M) on the east and west, and bisected by the A10 which connects central
areas to London in the south and Cambridge in the north. The A414 runs
through the south of the district running east-west connecting the district to
Essex and the rest of Hertfordshire, whilst the A505 corridor runs from Luton to
Cambridge a short distance to the north of the district. The three towns of
Harlow, Stevenage and Welwyn Garden City are located immediately across the
boundary of the East Herts district. There are also substantial cross-boundary
influences from Cambridgeshire to the north, Essex to the east and London to
the south.

The 2021 Census found that 40.6% of East Herts households owned one car,
33.7% owned two cars and 13.3% owned three or more cars. The visioning work
for the local plan also found that 57% of residents used a car or van as their
main method of travel in 2022.

Areas within the district experience high levels of congestion in peak times which
can have knock-on impacts to the quality of environment through idling of traffic
contributing to emissions and poor air quality, increased journey times and
unreliable journey times which can have negative implications to public
transport as a reliable mode of travel.

51 Hertfordshire County Council HertsLynx
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10.1.4 Rail services

Four of the five main towns have north-south rail connections to London, there
are also railway stations in the villages of St Margarets, Bayford and Watton-at-
Stone providing services into London and Stevenage. Additionally, there are a
number of railway stations in close proximity across the authority boundary
within Harlow, Stevenage, Welwyn Garden City and Broxbourne.

Figure 10.1: Movement networks and air quality management areas in the district
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10.1.5Airports

The district benefits from excellent national and international connectivity
through its proximity to two international airports, Stansted and Luton. Stansted
airport lies immediately to the east of Bishop’s Stortford within the neighbouring
authority of Uttlesford. East Herts therefore lies within the core area of the UK
innovation Corridor.

London Stansted is the third busiest airport in London (fourth nationally). It
currently has around 29 million passengers that travel through it every year. The
airport has permission to increase in passenger numbers up to 43 million
passengers per year and is looking to extend this further to up to 51 million
passengers per annum?®2, If approved this will likely have implications to the road
network within East Herts to support passenger journeys as well as those
accessing jobs at the airport.

10.1.6 Air quality

Poor air quality is associated with certain health conditions and an increased risk
of conditions such as asthma, coronary heart disease, lung cancer and strokes. It
is estimated that long-term exposure to man-made air pollution in the UK has an
annual effect equivalent to 28,000 to 36,000 deaths>.

Air pollution is largely from three main pollutants Nitrogen Dioxide (NO),
Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) and Particulate Matter (PM1o and PM2s). SO2 is
predominately produced from the combustion of coal or crude oil, whereas NO;
and SOz can be emitted from everyday activities such as transport, industrial
process and farming. Defra has estimated that the biggest emitter of NO; is
from transport, in particular from diesel light duty vehicles>*. In relation to
Particulate Matter emissions are usually from sources such as smoke from fires,
emissions from industry and dust from tyres and brakes.

Continuous monitoring in the district has shown a downward trajectory of NO>
and PMz ;s levels from 2023-2024°>, Whilst there is good connectivity within East
Herts to the wider area, key routes do run through town centres and there is

>2 Stansted Airport About Us

53 Health Matters: Air Pollution - Public Health England 2018
>4 Health Matters: Air Pollution - Public Health England 2018
3> 2025 Air Quality Annual Status Report
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evidence of air quality issues on such routes. Three of the five town centres have
a designated Air Quality Management Area (AQMA), these are areas where the
annual average level of nitrogen dioxide (NO2) exceeds 40pg/m3 (40 micrograms
of NOz per cubic metre of air). These areas include:

e Hockerill Junction in Bishop’s Stortford - declared in 2007
e Gascoyne Way in Hertford - declared in 2010
e London Road in Sawbridgeworth - declared in 2014

Figures 10.2-10.4 show the general trend of NO2 levels for each of these areas
from 2020- 2024. In general, across the district there has been a downward
trend in air pollutants and improved air quality in all locations other than one in
Hertford, with only one exceedance of the annual objective which was recorded
within the Bishop’s Stortford AQMA®®,

Figure 10.2: Trends in annual mean NO2 concentrations for Bishop's Stortford AQMA
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6 2025 Air Quality Annual Status Report
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Figure 10.3: Trends in annual mean NO2 concentrations for Hertford AQMA
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Figure 10.4: Trends in annual mean NO2 concentrations for Sawbridgeworth AQMA
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The East Herts Air Quality Action Plan 2024-2029 provides a plan for how the
AQMA areas will be managed in the district. Measures in the past have included
trialling an e-car club in Hertford and Bishop’s Stortford, requirements for new
developments to consider air quality through the Sustainability SPD 2021,
emission standards for licenced taxis, installation of charging points to
encourage the use of e-vehicles, new signage and replacing council vehicles.

10.1.7 Noise

Noise can have a significant impact on public health and quality of life as well as
environmental impacts through disturbance to wildlife. Long term exposure to
noise levels above 50 decibels (dB) has been shown to lead to negative health
effects from sleep disturbance to heart disease, diabetes, and depression®’. The
main sources of noise include transport and industry, as well as neighbourhood
noise related to anti-social behaviour. Noise is a complex technical issue, and
levels of noise exposure is often a combination of more than one factor such as
occurrences in a given time period, the duration of noise and the time of day>®.

10.2 Future trends without implementation of a new local plan

The adopted District Plan is set to deliver a number of new homes and
development across the district by 2033, in addition to this Stansted airport has
planned expansion that will increase passenger numbers significantly from 35
million passengers per annum, with agreement to increase this to 43 million
passengers per annum and a planned extension increasing this further to 51
million passengers per annum. Due to the location of Stansted airport
immediately adjacent to the East Herts boundary, alongside the planned growth
within the adopted District Plan this will likely increase the number of trips
through the district potentially leading to negative implications to the transport
network and likely increase the emission of air pollution.

The implementation of a new local plan will consider existing and neighbouring
developments and consider transport and air quality at the strategic level to
help achieve improved connectivity and transport choices.

Without a strategic approach to development there is a risk posed by the need
for housing for development coming forward without understanding and
implementing measures to mitigate the impacts to the road network and

57 UK Health Security Agency - Nosie Pollution: Mapping the Health Impacts of Transportation
Nosie in England
58 Planning Practice Guidance - Noise
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provide potential improvements to active travel and public transport modes. A
planned approach can actively plan for transport solutions to support existing
and new communities. A local plan can implement policies to actively seek
sustainable travel modes through new interventions, improvements to existing
infrastructure or potential use of development land to improve active and
sustainable travel connections. Examples include improving access to railway
stations by active travel and bus; creating and improving bus waiting facilities to
create attractive and safe waiting environments; integrating public transport
services better to reduce travel times and costs; improving the quality and
availability of information about sustainable travel options, including reliable bus
time data; creation of or improvement of public rights of way.

Local plans can also plan for development in the most sustainable locations to
reduce the reliance on vehicular travel, which can lead to reduced congestion
and emitted air pollutants from vehicles. Additionally, development and the
relationship to noise sources such as main roads and railways can be factored
into strategic site placement at an early stage, with relevant policies requiring
noise mitigations where appropriate. Without a planned approach there is a risk
that development may occur in the least sustainable locations and exacerbate
the existing situation.

Transport through road, railways and air travel generate loud noises which can
lead to a negative impact biodiversity through disturbance. It is important for
noise generating development to be steered away from designated and
protected sites which a local plan can help to achieve.

10.3 Local sustainability issues and problems

The key sustainability issues and problems that are faced locally in relation to
transport, air quality and noise include:
e Reducing the need to travel by vehicles to reduce congestion in the district
and the amount of pollutants emitted from vehicles.
e The need for improvements to the walking and cycling network to
encourage active travel modes. In particular for day-to-day routes.
e Access to reliable and direct public transport services to key destinations,
including transport hubs.
e The need to improve air quality within the district, in particular in the
designated AQMAs in Bishop's Stortford, Hertford and Sawbridgeworth.
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e Reducing noise impacts from development especially in relation to

biodiversity.

10.4 Identifying the SA/SEA framework
Table 10.1 highlights the proposed SA/SEA objectives for transport, air quality

and noise within the district. The decision making questions can be used when

appraising emerging policies within the new local plan.

Table 10.1: Proposed SA/SEA objectives for ‘Transport, air quality and noise’

SA/SEA Objectives

Decision making questions

Reduce the need to
travel and maximise
sustainable

transport and active
travel opportunities

Will the proposal encourage active travel by creating
or improving active travel opportunities?

Will the proposal encourage the use of public
transport?

Is development located in a sustainable location?
Will the proposal lead to a reliance of the private
vehicle for travel?

Will the proposal lead to increased congestion? If so,
how will the proposal manage this?

To improve air
quality and reduce
noise pollution

Will the proposal have positive implications to air

quality?

Will the proposal lead to increased disturbance to
biodiversity?

Will the proposal lead to reduced noise exposure?
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11.0 The SA/SEA Framework and Next Steps

11.1 SA/SEA assessment and framework

For each SA/SEA topic, SA/SEA objectives and decision-making questions have
been proposed within each chapter as part of the SA/SEA framework. This is to
help support the decision making of proposals to ensure that decisions assess
proposals in relation to each topic thoroughly. This also ensures that they have
considered and work towards meeting the identified SA/SEA objectives.

Additionally, two tables have been prepared as part of the framework, table 11.2
seeks to assess draft policies in the emerging local plan and table 11.3 will
assess proposed development sites. This brings together all of the SA/SEA
objectives and topics and proposes a scoring matrix to assess policies and
proposals through the SA/SEA process. At this stage the indicators are examples
of where information could be sourced from and how the SA/SEA objectives
could be reasonably assessed, it may be the case that further indicators emerge
through the consultation process and as evidence emerges.

Each policy or site option that is presented in the emerging East Herts Local Plan
will be scored based on the scoring matrix below. These will test the likely effects
of the policy, site option or proposal against the SA/SEA criteria. The SA/SEA
assessment at later stages will also consider whether identified effects are likely
to take place over the short, medium, or long term, be temporary or permanent
and whether the effects will have a lesser or greater impact when combined. The
reasons for each score will be explained in the SA/SEA, based on evidence and
professional judgement.

Table 11.3: Methodology for assessing policies, options and proposals against the
SA/SEA objectives

Score Effect/ impact
Significant positive
Positive

+
0 None or negligible

Negative
Significant negative
Unknown/ uncertain
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Table 11.2: Draft SA/SEA Policy Framework

efficient housing to meet
the needs within the district,
including affordable
housing and the needs of
specific groups

Topic SA/SEA Objectives Typical indicators
Population, To support the needs of the e Provision of new sustainable housing, services and infrastructure
health and whole population, through e Provision of specialist accommodation
wellbeing creating inclusive and active e Provision of adaptable and accessible housing, services and
environments, whilst infrastructure
reducing health inequalities e Inclusion/ engagement with those with protected characteristics
and improving overall e Accessibility of health and social infrastructure
health outcomes e Provision of active travel routes
e Access to open spaces and leisure facilities
Housing To provide high quality and e EPC rating for new housing

Renewable energy systems incorporated into buildings

Provision of mix of housing types and tenures

Provision of accessible, adaptable and wheelchair user dwellings
Provision of self and custom build housing plots

Provision of Gypsy and Traveller pitches and Travelling Showpeople
plots

Provision of affordable housing

Timely delivery of new housing

Economy and
employment

To support a strong and
diverse economy that
provides accessible
employment opportunities
for all

Provision of new employment space

Loss of employment space

Improvements to existing employment stock
Improved access to employment opportunities

Natural
environment

To protect, conserve and
enhance biodiversity and

Proximity or impact to SPA, SAC and Ramsar sites
Proximity or impact to SSSI's
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Topic SA/SEA Objectives Typical indicators
and geodiversity within the e Proximity or impact to Ancient Woodlands
landscape district e Proximity or impact to Priority Habitats

e Proximity or impact to Wildlife Sites
Natural To maintain, conserve and e Size of the proposed site

environment

enhance the quality and
local distinctiveness of the

Impacts to TPOs
Impacts to hedgerows

and ¢
landscape landscape character within e Site type (town centre, urban, edge of urban area, rural)
P the district e Proximity to Lee Valley Regional Park

Climate To reduce greenhouse gas e Energy consumption per households

change and emissions and support a e Renewable energy generation

flooding transition to net zero e Air quality monitoring data

Climate To adapt and improve e Risk of surface water flood risk

change and | resjlience to the impacts of e Flood zone

flooding climate change and extreme e Building standards and design in relation to heating and ventilation
weather events, including
flooding and increased
periods of heat

Historic To protect, conserve and e Proximity or impact to Schedule monuments

environment

enhance designated and

Proximity or impact to Listed Buildings

Proximity or impact to Conservation Areas

Presence or impact of areas of archaeological significance
Impact to heritage at risk
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Topic SA/SEA Objectives Typical indicators

non-designated heritage

assets and their setting.
Land, soils, Ensure the most efficient e Use of brownfield land compared to greenfield land
waste and use of land e Regeneration of urban land
resources e Site densities
Land, soils, Protect soil, versatile e Proportional loss of Grade 3 agricultural land.
waste and agricultural land and e Change in recorded soil quality
resources mineral resources e Contaminated land remediation

e Relationship to mineral safeguarding areas and allocated sites

Land, soils, Promote sustainable e Relationship to waste safeguarding areas and allocated sites
waste and management of waste e Improved waste management
resources
Water Ensure the efficient use of e Proximity of waterbodies
resources water resources, whilst e Ground Source Protection Zone
and quality protecting and improving e Water efficiency standards

water quality of the district's
waterbodies

e River catchment areas and existing water quality
e Improvements to STWs

Transport, air
quality and
noise

Reduce the need to travel
and maximise sustainable
transport and active travel
opportunities

e Distance and frequency of public transport services

e Distance to key locations such as town and village centres, schools,
healthcare

e Improvements to sustainable and active travel modes
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Topic SA/SEA Objectives Typical indicators

Transport, air | To improve air quality and e Proximity or impact to a designated AQMA
quality and reduce noise pollution e Air quality monitoring data

noise e Noise level in decibels

Table 11.3: Draft SA/SEA Site Assessment Framework

efficient housing to meet
the needs within the district,
including affordable
housing and the needs of
specific groups

Topic SA/SEA Objectives Potential assessment
Population, To support the needs of the | Opportunities to create inclusive and active environments and reduce health
health and whole population, through | inequalities will likely be known at more detailed stages. Therefore, there is
wellbeing creating inclusive and active | not enough information to compare all sites against this objective.
environments, whilst
reducing health inequalities
and improving overall
health outcomes
Housing To provide high quality and | ++ Development of the site is likely to provide a wide range of housing

typologies for different groups and affordable housing and meet a large,
identified housing need in the area (10+ units)

+ Development of this site is likely to contribute to some housing needs, but
unlikely to provide a range of housing typologies (up to 9 units)

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to meeting
housing needs
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Topic

SA/SEA Objectives

Potential assessment

- Development of this site is likely to lead to a loss of housing (up to 9 units)
-- Development of this site is likely to lead to a loss of housing (10+ units)

? Uncertain how development will impact housing provision

Economy and
employment

To support a strong and
diverse economy that
provides accessible
employment opportunities
for all

++ The site provides additional employment land and or will provide a range
of additional job opportunities through new employment uses in a
sustainable and accessible location

+ The site provides additional employment land and or will provide additional
job opportunities through new employment uses

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to jobs or
employment land

- Development of the site will lead to a loss in part of an existing employment
site, a loss to the number of jobs or the quality or ability of the employment
site to function effectively

-- The site will lead to a loss in an entire employment site providing no new
employment space and/or a loss of the number of jobs

? Uncertain how development will impact the economy and employment
opportunities
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Topic

SA/SEA Objectives

Potential assessment

Natural
environment
and
landscape

To protect, conserve and
enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity within the
district

++ The site does not contain and is not adjacent to any locally, nationally, or
internationally protected sites. The proposal is unlikely to harm any priority
habitats or species and has potential to deliver Biodiversity Net Gains or
other enhancements.

+ The site does not contain and is not adjacent to any locally, nationally, or
internationally protected sites. The proposal is unlikely to harm any priority
habitats or species.

0 The proposal is likely to have negligible or no impact on any locally,
nationally or internationally protected sites with limited potential for
biodiversity enhancements.

- The site contains or is adjacent to a locally protected site. The proposal is
likely to harm priority habitats or species.

-- The site contains or is adjacent to a nationally or internationally protected
site. The proposal would likely cause significant loss or harm to priority
habitats or species.

? Uncertain how development of the site or the proposal will impact on
biodiversity and geodiversity.

Natural
environment

To maintain, conserve and
enhance the quality and
local distinctiveness of the

+ The development provides opportunity for regeneration of previously
developed land and will protect the identified landscape character areas
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Topic SA/SEA Objectives Potential assessment
and landscape character within | 0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to the landscape
landscape the district character and local distinctiveness
- The development is not consistent with the landscape character area and
would negatively impact the landscape character and local distinctiveness of
the area
? Uncertain how development will impact to the landscape character and
local distinctiveness
Climate To reduce greenhouse Gas | Opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support a transition
change and emissions and support a to net zero will likely be known at more detailed stages. Therefore, there is
flooding transition to net zero not enough information to compare all sites against this objective.
Climate To adapt and improve Opportunities to adapt to increased heat will likely be known at more
change and resilience to the impacts of | detailed stages. Therefore, there is not enough information to compare all
flooding sites against parts of this objective.

climate change and extreme
weather events, including
flooding and increased
periods of heat

++ The site is not within an area that is at risk of flooding from all sources and
provides opportunities to improve flood risk elsewhere

+ The site contains areas of flood risk from any source, but development can
be provided in non-flood risk areas within the site

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to flood risk

- The site contains areas of flood risk from any source and some
development will be required within these flood risk areas
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Topic SA/SEA Objectives Potential assessment
-- The site contains areas of flood risk from any source and all development
cannot be located in lower flood risk areas
? Uncertain how development will impact flood risk

Historic To protect, conserve and ++ The site is likely to protect, conserve and enhance designated or non-

environment

enhance designated and
non-designated heritage
assets and their setting.

designated heritage assets, and development provides opportunities to take
heritage at risk off the register and restore heritage assets

+ The site is likely to protect, conserve and enhance designated or non-
designated heritage assets

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to designated and
non-designated heritage assets and their setting

- The site is likely to cause less than substantial harm to designated and non-
designated heritage assets

-- The site is likely to cause substantial harm to designated and non-
designated heritage assets

? Uncertain how development will impact designated and non-designated
heritage assets and their setting

Land, soils,
waste and
resources

Ensure the most efficient
use of land

++ All of the site is brownfield

+ The majority of the site is brownfield

90




€GT abed

Topic

SA/SEA Objectives

Potential assessment

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to ensuring the
most efficient use of land

- The majority of the site is greenfield
-- All of the site is greenfield

? Uncertain how development will impact ensuring the most efficient use of
land

Land, soils,
waste and
resources

Protect soil, versatile
agricultural land and
mineral resources

++ Site is on brownfield land and/or has the ability to remediate
contaminated land

+ Site is on brownfield land

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to soil and
agricultural land

- The site is greenfield and/or contains any Grade 3 agricultural land

-- The site is greenfield and/or contains any Grade 2 or higher quality
agricultural land

? Uncertain how development will impact to soil and agricultural land

+ Site is not within a mineral safeguarded area or allocated site

91




¥GT abed

Topic SA/SEA Objectives Potential assessment
0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to mineral
resources
- Site is within a mineral safeguarded area or allocated site
? Uncertain how development will impact on mineral resources
Land, soils, Promote sustainable Opportunities to promote sustainable waste management will likely be
waste and management of waste known at more detailed stages. Therefore, there is not enough information
resources to compare all sites against this objective.
Water Ensure the efficient use of | ++ The site is over 400m from a waterbody and is completely within zone 3 of
resources water resources, whilst a Ground Source Protection Zone
and quality protecting and improving

water quality of the district's
waterbodies

+ The site is over 400m from a waterbody and is partly within zone 3 of a
Ground Source Protection Zone

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to water
resources and quality

- The site is within 400m from a waterbody and the majority of the site is
within zone 2 of a Ground Source Protection Zone

-- The site is within 400m from a waterbody and the majority of the site is
within zone 1 of a Ground Source Protection Zone

? Uncertain how development will impact to water resources and quality
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Topic SA/SEA Objectives Potential assessment

Transport, air | Reduce the need to travel ++ The site is within walking distance to railway station and public transport
quality and and maximise sustainable facilities with options to walk and cycle to key transport hubs and centres
noise

transport and active travel
opportunities

+ The site is within walking distance to public transport facilities with options
to walk and cycle to the facilities

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to

- The site is not within walking distance of a railway station and public
transport facilities and is likely to be private vehicle dependant

? Uncertain how development will maximise sustainable transport and active
travel opportunities

Transport, air
quality and
noise

To improve air quality and
reduce noise pollution

+ The site is located over a kilometre outside an AQMA and away from noise
generating uses such as major roads, railways and commercial uses

0 Development of the site will have no or negligible impact to air quality or
noise pollution

- The site is located within a kilometre of an AQMA, but not within and/or is
within an area with a noise of 50 decibels or more from noise generating
uses such as major roads, railways and commercial uses
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Topic

SA/SEA Objectives

Potential assessment

-- The site is located within or partly in an AQMA and/or within an area with a

noise of 50 decibels or more from noise generating uses such as major
roads, railways and commercial uses

? Uncertain how development will impact air quality or noise
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11.2 Next steps

The SA/SEA Scoping document and proposed SA/SEA Framework will be
consulted upon with statutory bodies, interested parties and the wider public.
These responses will inform a final SA/SEA Framework that will be used to test
the policies, options and proposals through the local plan process.
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APPENDIX 1 - Relevant Plans, policies and programmes
The SEA Directive requires the production of the following information:

“an outline of the contents, main objectives of the plan, and relationship with other relevant plans and programmes;” Annex 1(a);

and

“the environmental protection objectives, established at international, Community or national level, which are relevant to the plan

and the way those objectives and any environmental considerations have been taken into account during its preparation,” Annex

1(e).

The following tables set out relevant international, national, sub-national and local plans, policies and programmes.

Additionally, there are a number of evidence base documents that will help to inform the local plan and help to inform
policies, these are found on the Council’'s Evidence Base page.

Internationally relevant plans, policies and programmes

Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

Kyoto Protocol and
United Nations
Framework Convention
on Climate Change, 1997

This Protocol commits parties to limit and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions in accordance with agreed
individual targets. It also seeks to establish a monitoring
and review system.

A local plan can integrate targets and
schemes that can help to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. All of which
are relevant to this international
agreement to work together to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

United Nations
Sustainable

World leaders came together in 2015 and made a
promise to secure the rights and well-being of everyone
on a healthy, thriving planet, this sets out 17

A number of these sustainable goals
may not be relevant to the quality of
living that is experienced in East Herts,
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Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

Development Goals,
2015

sustainable development goals. These range from
access to clean and affordable energy to improved
health outcomes.

however the Local Plan can help to work
towards reducing emissions, improving
water quality and creating good quality
homes.

The Paris Agreement,
2015

The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international
treaty on climate change. It was adopted by 195 Parties
at the UN Climate Change Conference (COP21) in Paris,
France, on 12 December 2015. It entered into force on 4
November 2016. Currently, as of 27 January 2026, there
are 194 Parties to the Paris Agreement. The aim is to
limit global warming to 1.5°C. It also aims for
greenhouse gas emissions to peak before 2025 at the
latest and decline 43% by 2030.

A local plan can integrate targets and
schemes that can help to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. All of which
are relevant to this international
agreement to work together to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

European Directive
2001/42/EC

Commonly known as the Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA) Directive, it was transposed into UK
law through the Environmental Assessment of Plans or
Programmes Regulations 2004 and amended by the
Environmental Assessments and Miscellaneous
Planning (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2018 (SI
2018/1232).

This legal framework outlines how the
SEA process must comply with the
Directive, ensuring that environmental
considerations are integrated into the
preparation and adoption of plans and
programmes from the outset.

The European
Landscape Convention,

2000

The Convention aims to encourage public authorities to
adopt policies and measures at local, regional, national
and international level for protecting, managing and
planning landscapes throughout Europe. It covers all

There is a vast range of landscape in the
district. The East Herts Local Plan can
help to protect certain landscape
through protections or location of
development.
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Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

landscapes, both outstanding and ordinary, that
determine the quality of people’s living environment.

World Commission on
Environment and
Development ‘Our
Common Future’
(Brundtland Report),
1987

This commission sought to propose long-term
environmental strategies for achieving sustainable
development, to allow different countries at different
stages of growth and wealth to work effectively
together to tackle international environmental issues
and secure appropriate methods for dealing with these
environmental issues.

The Local Plan would have to contribute
to the co-operative effort to reduce the
environmental impacts of development
through policy to promote more efficient
and low carbon techniques to design
and materials in relation to buildings. As
well as protection and enhancements to
the environment.

Nationally relevant plans, policies and programmes

Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

Lee Valley Regional Park

Act 1966 (the Park Act)

This Act establishes the Lee Valley Regional Park
Authority for the development, preservation and
management for recreation, sport, entertainment and
the enjoyment of leisure of the area adjoining the River
Lee as a regional park. This gives powers to this
authority and other authorities to make such
provisions.

The Lee Valley Regional Park falls within
the East Herts district, policies therefore
within the Plan can help to incorporate
and enable the provisions of the Lee
Valley Regional Park Act.

The Environmental

Protection Act, 1990

This legislation aims to safeguard the environment by
establishing rules around waste management and

The Local Plan will set out policies that
consider waste and pollution, in
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Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

pollution control. It sets out legal duties for businesses,
local authorities, and individuals to prevent
environmental harm and ensure that waste is handled,
stored, and disposed of responsibly. The Act provides a
broad framework for environmental protection,
covering key areas such as air and water quality, noise
pollution, and the sustainable management of waste.

particular around construction and
linkages to the Waste Local Plan.

The Environment Act,
1995

One of its key provisions requires local authorities to
regularly assess air quality in their areas and, where
standards are not being met, to designate Air Quality
Management Areas (AQMASs). In such cases, local
authorities must prepare and implement Air Quality
Action Plans (AQAPs) to address the issues identified.

There are three AQMAs within the
district currently. The Local Plan will seek
to support proposals that will help to
improve air quality within these areas, as
well as ways to prevent other AQMAs
emerging elsewhere in the district, by
having a positive approach to air quality
through the Plan policies.

Countryside and Rights
of Way Act, 2000

This Act has provisions in relation to Public Rights of
Way (PROW) and the relationship with nature
conservation with wildlife protection, SSSIs and
biological diversity amongst other elements of the
environment, including regulations to restrict the
impacts of vehicles on the environment.

There are many protected sites and
PROW in the district, the Local Plan can
therefore have influence on these
designated sites through appropriate
policies and policies.

Environmental
Assessment of Plans and

Programmes

The SEA Regulations set out the mandatory
requirements regarding SEA for Local Plans and also
the requirements of the process.

This is a mandatory process to test the
proposals within the emerging Local
Plan, it will help to test alternatives as
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Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

Regulations, 2004 (the
SEA Regulations)

well as the likely significant impacts and
cumulative impacts of the Local Plan.

Natural Environment
and Rural Communities
Act, 2006

This document relates to nature conservation,
biodiversity, SSSIs and PROWSs, providing a duty to
protect and enforce codes of conduct in relation to
these designated and non- designated elements of the
environment.

There are many protected sites and
PROW in the district, the Local Plan can
therefore have influence on these
designated sites through appropriate
policies and policies.

The Climate Change Act,
2008

This Act commits the UK to reducing its greenhouse gas
emissions, initially by 80% compared to 1990 levels,
with a new net zero target by 2050.

A local plan can integrate targets and
schemes that can help to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions. All of which
are relevant to this Act and its purpose.

Safeguarding Our Soils -

A Strategy for England,
2009

This strategy sets out an approach to achieve a vision
that all of England'’s soils will be managed sustainably
and degradation threats tackled successfully by 20230.
This will improve the quality of England'’s soils and
safeguard their ability to provide essential services for
future generations.

The emerging Local Plan will have
policies that are related to soil, either
through location of development, impact
to groundwater, contaminated uses,
flooding, pollution or agricultural land.

Equalities Act, 2010

This Act ensures that strategic decisions consider
different protected characteristics to ensure equality.
This includes but not limited to disability, race, ethnicity,
sex and sexual orientation.

The Local Plan will have policies that
impact the population that live, work and
visit the district, of which many will have
protected characteristics. It is important
that the Plan therefore considers how
policies will impact everyone and strive
for equality across the district.
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Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

The Air Quality
Standards Regulations,
2010

Established legally binding limits and targets for key air
pollutants, aimed at protecting both public health and
the environment. They implement the EU Ambient Air
Quality Directive (2008/50/EC) and the Fourth Daughter
Directive (2004/107/EC). These regulations set
concentration limits for pollutants such as nitrogen
dioxide (NO,), particulate matter (PM1, and PM.s),
sulphur dioxide (SO,), ozone (Os), and heavy metals.
Following Brexit, these standards remain in force, with
domestic legislation and regulatory bodies now
responsible for monitoring compliance and
enforcement.

The Local Plan will seek to support
proposals that will help to improve air
quality within the areas, by having a
positive approach to air quality through
the Plan policies.

Flood and Water
Management Act, 2010

Outlines an approach to managing flood risk from all
sources, rivers, surface water, groundwater, and coastal
flooding. It promotes the integration of resilience
measures into the design of new buildings, ensuring
developments are better prepared for future flood
events. It also encourages the use of natural processes
to reduce flood risk, such as restoring wetlands and
creating areas for temporary water storage. A key
component is the implementation of Sustainable
Drainage Systems (SuDS), which help manage surface
water runoff in a way that mimics natural drainage,
reducing pressure on traditional infrastructure and
enhancing local biodiversity.

The Local Plan is required to consider
flood risk from all sources, and ensure
that development does not contribute to
increased flood risk. These will be set out
in relevant policies and infrastructure
requirements.
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Plan, policy or
programme

Summary of the aims and objectives

Relevance to East Herts Local Plan

Localism Act, 2011

This Act was designed to devolve decision making from
powers away from central government. It includes key
planning reforms including the introduction of
Neighbourhood Planning.

Neighbourhood planning is prominent in
East Herts as it has a number of adopted
Neighbourhood Plans and designated
neighbourhood areas. Working with
these groups and understanding the
local desires is therefore important to
the formation of the East Herts Plan.

The Energy Performance

of Buildings Regulations,
HM Government, 2012

These regulations require any buildings, when sold,
rented or constructed, to have an Energy Performance
Certificate (EPC). The regulations were designed to
increase the energy efficiency of buildings, reduce their
carbon emissions and lessen the impact of climate
change.

The regulations require
recommendations to be made for
improving the energy performance of
buildings at specific trigger points.
Policies can be used in the Local Plan to
require higher standards of energy
efficiency and sustainability of buildings.

National Planning Policy
for Waste, 2014

This document sets out detailed waste planning policies
for the nation, this includes delivery of sustainable
development and resource efficiency through waste
management. It ensures that waste is considered within
planning and how it can contribute to sustainable
development.

Management of waste can be considered
through the Local Plan through the
design of waste facilities through new
developments, ensuring they are
designed effectively, as well as the
appropriate disposal of materials
through construction waste, as well as
recycling.

Self-Build and Custom
Housebuilding Act 2015

This Act